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WELCOME TO 2017 
 

 

BREAKING NEWS 
 

  

Sussan Ley has just resigned her position as Health Minister. The new Minister is 
yet to be announced. Secretary Arthur Sinodinos will continue to act as Health 
Minister. 
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READ MORE 

 

SET FUNDING TARGETS FOR GP SERVICES, 
RESEARCH 

 

  

The AMA has called on the Government to set a target for funding GP services, to 
deliver extra funding for general practice research, and to set up a centre of 
excellence in general practice and primary care research. 

AMA Vice President, Dr Tony Bartone, today released the AMA Position Statement 
on General Practice in Primary Health Care, which outlines the key elements and 
central role of general practice in the delivery of quality primary health care services 
in Australia. 

“General practice is the cornerstone of a successful primary health care system, and 
must be funded adequately,” Dr Bartone said. 

“GPs are the first point of medical contact for most Australians, and a visit to the GP 
can head off more serious health problems down the track. 

“Evidence shows that populations in countries with strong general practice have 
lower rates of ill-health and mortality, better access to care, lower rates of hospital 
readmissions, and less use of emergency services. 

“GPs are becoming increasingly important as the population ages, and there is an 
increase in the burden of chronic disease requiring long-term care. 

http://ama-au.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNjUyMjI5JnA9MSZ1PTUxMDAyNDQ5OSZsaT0xMjM2ODA2NA/index.html


“GPs are managing more problems and spending more time with patients in each 
consultation than they did a decade ago as patients, particularly those who are older 
or have chronic diseases, present with multiple reasons for their visit. 

“Yet funding for general practice is not growing to match rising demand. The 
Medicare rebate freeze is putting pressure on practices that bulk bill, and is set to 
stay in place until 2020. 

“This combination of rising demand and shrinking funding will inevitably lead to a 
decline in the ability of general practice to provide quality health care, unless the 
Government delivers real resources to frontline GP services. 

“Commonwealth Government funding for GP services currently stands at about 8 
per cent of the total Government health budget – a modest investment that is 
delivering excellent outcomes for patients. 

“The AMA is proposing that this figure should be lifted over time to a target of around 
10 per cent, as part of an effort to re-orientate the health system to focus more on 
general practice and primary health care, with long-term savings to the health 
budget anticipated in return. 

“The AMA is also calling for a dedicated stream of funding for general practice 
research. 

“General practice is a distinct medical specialty and requires its own specific 
research. Research improves patient care, is important for teachers of general 
practice, and stimulates intellectual rigour and critical thinking. 

“It is the missing link in the development of high quality, evidence-based health care 
for populations. 

“About 2 per cent of National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) grants 
are directed to supporting primary health care research, including general practice. 

“This is woefully inadequate, and is well below the contribution of general practice 
and primary care to the broader health system. 

“The AMA believes that general practice and primary care deserve a much fairer 
distribution of NHMRC funding. 

“We are calling for a dedicated stream of general practice research funding in the 
order of 8 per cent of its grants budget. 

“This funding must be backed by the establishment of a national centre of excellence 
in general practice and primary care research.” . 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

 

 GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE THIS CHRISTMAS 

 THE SEASON FOR GIVING – CONSIDER A CHARITY  

 DRIVE TO ARRIVE THIS CHRISTMAS  

 AMA PAYS TRIBUTE TO PALLIATIVE CARE WORKERS 

 TIPS FOR HANDLING THE CHRISTMAS HEATWAVE 

 BUTTON BATTERIES A SERIOUS RISK TO CHILDREN - AMA 

 AMA URGES WATER SAFETY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 CHILDREN SHOULD WEAR SUNGLASSES - AMA 

 STAY SAFE AT FESTIVALS THIS SUMMER 

 MAKE SNAGS THE ONLY THINGS TO BURN ON THE BBQ THIS SUMMER 

 FIREARMS 2017 

 GUN LAWS SHOULD BE TOUGHER, NOT WEAKENED IN ANY WAY 

 TIME FOR AUSTRALIA TO BE AGILE AND INNOVATIVE IN COMBATING DISEASES 

 AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL (CDC) 

 MORE MEDICAL STUDENTS DOES NOT MEAN MORE DOCTORS 

 CANCER COUNCIL AUSTRALIA STATEMENT ON SUNSCREENS 

 AMA CALLS FOR TARGETS TO INCREASE DIVERSITY IN MEDICAL WORKFORCE 

 EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN THE MEDICAL WORKFORCE 

 REMINDER – APPLICATIONS CLOSING SOON FOR AMA INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S 

MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP 

 BETTER BROADBAND NEEDED IN THE BUSH 

 Better access to high speed broadband for rural and remote health care - 2016 

 NEEDLE AND SYRINGE PROGRAMS NEEDED IN PRISONS TO PREVENT SPREAD OF 

HEPATITIS B AND C 

 BLOOD BORNE VIRUSES 

 

Australian Medical Association Tasmania 

147 Davey St Hobart TAS 7000 

TEL +61 3 6223 2047 · FAX +61 3 6223 6469 

EMAIL: ama@amatas.com.au 

 Follow us on Facebook  

 

AMATAS e-newsletter is compiled and distributed on a fortnightly basis to all AMA Tasmania members.  We welcome 
contributions from members and others to make this newsletter lively, informative and successful. Contributions can be 
emailed to comms@amatas.com.au.  All submissions require the authors name and contact details.  

Disclaimer: Advertising within this newsletter is paid for by the individual or company involved. AMA Tasmania 
distribution of this material does not signal endorsement of the product, person or content. 
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