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AMA WELCOMES RE-APPOINTMENT OF HEALTH MINISTER
GREG HUNT

AMA President, Dr Tony Bartone, said today that the AMA is pleased that Greg Hunt has been
re-appointed Minister for Health.

Dr Bartone said that the health portfolio is broad and complex, and it takes time for Ministers
to get fully across all the issues and get acquainted with all the stakeholders.

“Greg Hunt has been a very consultative Minister who has displayed great knowledge and
understanding of health policy and the core elements of the health system,” Dr Bartone said.

“In his time as Minister, he has presided over the gradual lifting of the Medicare freeze and the
major reviews of the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) and the private health insurance
(PHI).

“And he has acknowledged that major reform and investment is needed in general practice.

“These are all complex matters that would have been challenging for a new Minister.

“It takes months for new Ministers to gain command of the depth and breadth of the Health
portfolio.

“With an election due in the first half of 2019, new Prime Minister Scott Morrison has made
the right call in leaving Health in the safe hands of Greg Hunt.

“A fourth Health Minister in five years would have undermined the priority that Australians
place on good health policy,” Dr Bartone said.

Dr Bartone said that the AMA looked forward to continuing its strong working relationship
with the Minister for Senior Australians and Aged Care, Ken Wyatt, who is also Minister for
Indigenous Health.

The AMA has been advised that Senator Bridget McKenzie will retain Rural Health as part of
her Regional Services, Sport, Local Government, and Decentralisation portfolio.
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