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Bill Glasson was born in Winton in Western Queensland in January 1953.  His parents operated a remote property, while his father was also a member of the Queensland Parliament and a cabinet minister.  Bill was initially schooled by correspondence before boarding at the Church of England Grammar School in Brisbane.

He had a lifelong interest in the life sciences and it was always his ambition to train as a doctor.  After completing a three year Diploma of Applied Science - Optometry he entered the University of Queensland on a bonded scholarship.

He completed his first year residency at Princess Alexandra Hospital, before his second year on a relieving circuit of Tara, Dalby, Miles, Taroom, Jandowae.  He then spent a year at the Redcliffe Hospital as a principal house officer in general surgery.

Bill then commenced his ophthalmopathy training which encompassed three years in total covering the Royal Brisbane, Mater, Greenslopes and Princess Alexandra Hospitals.

Following graduation in 1980 he went to England where he spent time at the St Thomas Hospital, the Moorefelt Eye Hospital and the Charring Cross Hospital doing post graduate studies in ophthalmopathy, in particular in the area of ocular oncology and spent time in oculoplastics and lacrimal surgery.

He returned to Australia at the end of 1988 and began private practice at Wickham Terrace and Maroochydore and took up a Visiting Medical Officer position at the Mater Adults Hospital.  In the subsequent couple of years he expanded into the rural outreach services at Kingaroy, Longreach, Blackall, Barcaldine, Winton, Birdsville, Bedourie and Boulia.

Bill ceased private practice at Maroochydore in 1999, but has opened a clinic on Norfolk Island.

Bill Glasson has always been passionate about the profession of medicine and has been active in the AMA and his professional College.  He has held several positions with these organisations during his years of practice, culminating in his being elected President of the Australian Medical Association, Queensland in the year 2000-2001.

Bill Glasson is a consulting ophthalmologist to the Australian Army with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and has worked in a voluntary capacity in various indigenous communities.  He recently travelled to East Timor also in a voluntary capacity as part of a team which treated in excess of 3,000 East Timorese patients.

Bill's wife, Associate Professor Claire Jackson is a General Practitioner and together they have two teenage daughters, Gemma and Nicola and a son, William.

Bill's interests apart from medicine are his family, and he devotes as much time as he is able to their school and sporting activities.  He also enjoys travel, whether it is work or pleasure.  When he can he runs, plays tennis and golf.

Dr Bill Glasson keeps a well stocked wine cellar but strictly observes the view that you can't take it with you, and that you should share it generously with your friends.
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