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" Some of the local doctors who have
contributed to ’or'mging Canberra
Doctor to you over 25 years.

GP Seminar:

MRI in diagnosis of common knee and hip presentations,
and unexplained headache.

Tuesday 5th November 2013, 6.30pm-9.15pm

Canberra Business Event Centre, Regatta Point, Commonwealth Park, Acton

4 Category 2 QI&CPD points

In preparation for increased patient access to Medicara aligible MR services, we invite you to 2 seminar 1o specifically address the role of MRI in the
diagnosis of common pabent presantations in the primary care setting. The program will include interesting and relevant case studies, imaging algorthms
and regommendations presented by Specialist Cliniclans.
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Management standards and the
performance of our public hospi-
tals have been consistent themes. I
having read the story, and indeed
lived, the National Health and
Hospitals Reforms Commission
report and the subsequent funding
and administrative reforms I find a
certain cynicism creeping into my
thinking as I review the achieve-
ments of the last few years. In 1994
the then Labor government deflect-
ed concerns about bed shortages by
invoking a Yes Minister response
and counting “notional beds”
(which were staffed by staff cur-
rently on leave, so unfortunately
unable to be occupied by a sick pet-
son). But patients are still waiting
for elective surgery and for atten-
tion in Emergency Departments,
despite a range of measures taken
to ameliorate these problems. I note
the recent opening of 8 new beds in
the TCH Emergency department;
and reflect on the way that this may
help reduce waiting times over any
reasonable period given the flow-
through access block that character-
ises our hospitals operating at
unsustainably high occupancy rates.

The role of general practice in
the territory has also been a recur-
rent theme. Primary care is clearly
regarded as an easy target for polit-
ical manipulators, for both budget-
ary and ideological reasons.
Through the issues of the Canberra
Doctor we have seen controversies
such as the VR debate and provid-
er number legislation unfold. More
recently, and more locally, the
issues of government funded
walk-in clinics and super clinics
generate debate. The recent publi-
cation of the APHCRI analysis of
the performance of the walk-in
centre has hardly been glowing, It
remains clear, despite any changes
of policy or location, that these
centres will be incapable of treat-
ing patients to the same level of
complexity as a general practice at
anything approaching the cost effi-
ciency of general practices. Our
readership would no doubt also be
disturbed to hear that a long estab-
lished Canberra general practice is
being displaced to make way for a
new suburban walk-in centre.

We have also seen the gross
distortion of federally funded
super clinics being parachuted into

the territory and surrounds, in
areas where there was no manifest
need; and serving only to seriously
disadvantage the existing local
practices. In the ACT this has led
to a series of practice closures, and
a consolidation of large multi-doc-
tor corporate practices in central
Belconnen, depriving the sut-
rounding suburbs of accessible
GP cover. I know that this point
will be debated, but invite my read-
ers to consider their elderly patients
(an increasing proportion of our
community), and the difficulties
they find in moving around town
with the inadequacies of Action
and the costs of taxis the only
option for many.

I suppose you can see that one
of the constant themes in Canberra
Doctor, and reflecting community
concerns, is access and affordabil-
ity. Have we come anywhere in the
last 25 years? I suppose I may be at
a cyclothymic low — but what I see
now is increased out of pocket
costs; no improvement in surgical
and emergency waiting times; and
an erosion of the role of medical
practitioners in health planning
and provision.

In 1999 a front page was devot-
ed to the Y2K bug (the pandemic
that wasn’t). It is extraordinary just
how far the capabilities of IT have
come since then. In 2010 Canberra
Doctor published a piece by Tom
Ward detailing an intern’s expeti-
ence of our public hospitals where
he characterised the use of IT sys-
tems then as medieval. In 2012 the

Auditor General reported on IT
security in ACT government sys-
tems, and remarked on the increas-
ing number of hand held devices
capable of interfacing with fixed
computer networks. Predictions
later that year had over 3 billion
such devices accessing the internet
wortld wide. Of coutrse since then
we have seen the PCEHR raise its
head; I have not yet applied the
pejorative  “ugly” although the
temptation is growing.

It is also interesting to see how
issues have ebbed and flowed
around our junior doctors. In 2011
the issue was safe working hours.
That was before the “tsumani”,
now we ate faced with the pros-
pect of our junior doctors strug-
gling to access clinical experience
and strong supervised positions
that provide a mentored learning
environment as well as the ever
present service component.

Medical education in the ACT
took a whole new dimension in
1995 with the graduation of the
first cohort of Sydney University
Canberra Clinical School students,
and then subsequently with the
establishment of the dynamic
ANU Medical School in 1994. Our
medical school now has over 90
students in each year and is already
proving to be a great contributor
to the long term sustainability of
the ACT and surrounding districts’
medical workforce.

This continued narrative of
our association and local profes-
sional community would not have

been possible without the generous
support given by the dedicated
band of editorial committee mem-
bers who have included over the
years Jeremy Price, Keith Barnes,
Tom Faunce, Keith Powell, Graeme
Moller, Michael Gillespie, Alasdair
Robson, Jo-Anne Benson, Bish
Mukerjee, Philip Mutton, John
Donovan, Peter Wilkins, Ray Cook,
Tracy Who, Linda Weber, Jeff Looi,
Gemma Dashwood, Stefan Baku,
Tan Pryor, Alex Stevenson, Helen
Doyle, David Corbet, Konrad
Reardon, Jonathan Sen and James
Cookman. Of course the anchor
person through all these years has
been Christine Brill.

Finally I would like to congrat-
ulate Liz Gallagher on her appoint-
ment as President-elect of AMA-
ACT, and Suzanne Davey on her
appointment to our board. Eat
your heart out, Tony, our cabinet
has 4 females!

Canberra Imaging Group
are proud to be an
accredited provider of
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Cardiac CT in the ACT.
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Utilising iterative reconstruction the new 160 slice CT is
achieving radiation dose reductions in the order of 50%
for Cardiac and general CT.

1300 788 508

eased to offer all Medicare eligib
patients Bulk Billing for Cardiac CT.’

Cardiac CT provides accurate, non invasive assessment of
the coronary arteries in patients suspected of coronary

Our 160 slice Cardiac CT scanner located at Deakin offers
significant improvement in cardiac imaging coupled with a
significant radiation dose reduction for Cardiac CT and all

general CT examinations,
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launched by Dy David McNicol,
President and for the next ten years ovso, Dr John Eat!ner ’
was the honorary editor. Dr McNicol said in his first President’s
columm: “With the publication of the furst edition of
“The Canberra Doctor”, the Capital Territory Group of the
Australian Medical Association is embarking on a bold new
and exciting venture.

Canberra Doctor was

~ ' o~

L.

e
L PUBUSHED ON BEH,
blished by the Capital Territory Group —

' Canberra Do r
A NEWS MAGAZINE FOR ALL
! IN THE CANBERRA REGION.

THE CAPTAL TE RRITORY GROUP OF

DOCTORS

THE Aa

Australian Medical Assaciation (ACT) Re.

AMA RESTRUCTURE
ACT

UNFAIR TO

ftal  month — which woujd

210

A EWS MAGAZINE
IN THE CANBERRA REGION.

- PUBLISHED ON BEHALF OF THE CAPTTAL TERRTORY GROUP OF THE AMA

arra Doctor

FOR ALL DOCTORS

ial meeting i
icised the ber, the H’ﬁm eral G Decem:
o. ber, AF i
g o pleted pro ederal Council com- s
acil as unfair ﬂued that the Federal
sentative of mzmheb;expanded from 16 to 28 inag
- would comprise Sorquate data

iders

sentatives nominated by branie, [iedical population in
~ anches Dr MciNj . the Al

b "éguresg;vaﬂug
ncil  and

epresentative . Mrame that it would be in i

by the Federal g NT'. Status In Acy ;’T'; ,ﬁewgﬁfﬁe"'ﬂ135p?}m£'em§2§,

P

Published by the Capital Territory Group, Australian Medical

Association (ACT) Registered by Australia Post NBP9218 No. 7, October

HEALTH PROBE CONTROVERSY

the identity of Richards, said that he To advise the Minister

After sustained criti- protect : :
cism of the ACT thosc appearing before was disappointed that whether, hgwnglnguﬂ

‘Community and it and explore the evi- the terms of reference (0 population size and v
: did not include an anal- comparsble  services 4

Health Service by
bealth unions, pro-
fessional groups and
consumer OFgAMIZA- yich could investigate they did address " the
tions, the
for

Clyde Holding, had given evidence. 3

finally  announced 1 suspect the Gov- look broadlysttheadmin- on: .

that he would ernment’s inguiry will istration of health services 1. Public Hospital rede-

arrange for an have its secrelariat ser- in the ACT" velopment neeids in

enquiry headed by vices provided by the - IheAC?T B

Adelaide  medical Health Service itself, AMA which was the 2. The acquisition o

administrator, Bren- which would ensure no- “de-mndlcghsatlxm of J;xpual_ equipment,

don Kearne 2 one is able to speak up health service manage- including  relevant
KOS, e OO Mg Sl sconingen

cific terms of reference would be cooperating  orities. .

and indicating thal the It would be essential to with
enquiry should be com-  have an outsider ... 3¢t 85 whether itbe a full Par-
pleted in under three chief adviser and consull- Jigmentary Enquiry of

months, the critics have gt to a Parli Y only a M 1l one. in policy formufa-
already been saying inquiry.” Mr  Holding, in  tion and administra-
that the enquiry woul announcing the enquiry,  fion relating to hos-
end in & whitewash and semee———— iy D Kearney's pial and health ser-
auly cosmetic changes  She welcomed the o ¢ic ig Jook broadly  viees.

appointment  of D 5 - PR staf-

would result.

that (l{be sort of protec- :o\lnida:-e cis.ged:ual i:: ACT and his terms of
non a Parliamentary have outsider wi 3 reference are:

munity and Health Ser- to 3

vice, who had valuable inguiry™.
information
problems in the Service, that the terms of refer-
were afraid
any public statements needed 1o examine the
for fear of damaging efficient delivery of

their careers. o
"An  independent Community and Health b‘(:)r;e': g;; h;sp::llef
Parliamentary inquiry Service  within the o Ao ot ot

would have the benefit financial budget pres-
of being able to take ety available to it.
evidence in public and
in private.

dence presented”. d

“A  Parliamentary ysis of managemen
“inquiry would have an structure or financia
independent sccretariat arrangements, although

t elsewhere in Australia,
| the present level of
health service funding
is adequate and without
of the limiting the genesality

linister 4jjegations  without major concern ]
Territories, ipdentifying those who of such advice, to spe-
“Dr Kearney's brief is to cifically recommend

The involvement of
clinicians and other
health professipnals

the  enquiry, 3.

syq Atthe ad i of 4
health services in the  fing levels.

in ACT health servi-
ces” 1

Senator Reid said Keamey saymng

inquiry could offer was trli\e expertise hc;f o A ind 'd ls

essential, because many ea_meynr:(asl chie munity because the  f h foresecable WL -

people within the Com-  advisor and consultant '“‘“aﬁ:’m' ges"vl iy bsvcir gl e Wi uats or I’lOSplfalS or
closed at the time the  The President of the

Parliamentary tion Ward at Royal

Canberra  Hospital
remained closed for
over 12 months.

opened.
The

about  Senator Reid said
o make ence for the inquiry

It was re-opened on
health services by the October 7, just 2 days

tion.

The President of the Unfortunately, the
ACT Branch of the
It wnfy,beﬂarbtc to AMA, Dr  Brian

poong
e

15-bed lsolation Ward

H-ward
patients who were not
transferred to Isolation
weré long-stay geriatric
patients awailing nurs-
ing home placement.

ve ' simply Ward, it should have

They we A
into acute been in addition to the

transferred

ital block, rather than as a ploy to

apening of the isolation  medical beds in the existing bed numbers,

ward meant a Joss of 4 main _hosp :

b8 to, the Canberra “choking” those beds red availability.
A :

“In addition, matters of medical

ACT Branch of the
AMA, Dr  Brian
Richards, atacked the
Joss of beds as being
part of a “bureaucratic
trick™.

He said that, while he
welcomed the overdue
openiag of the lsolation

Otlf%e?f issues covered| during the year in
- practitioners NH&MRC homebirth issue;

and the case he brought

abuse legislation and one princ
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Universal Medical Imaging

UMI

Calvary 3T MRI - New Medicare-Eligible

GP-referred Item Numbers from 1st November

General X-Ray MRI

Breast Imaging Consultations

October 2013

A/PrROF RaJEEV JYOTI, MD, FRANZCR, GCHE | Dr ANN HARVEY, FRANZCR
DR JEREMY PRICE, FRCR, FRANZCR | DR TARUN Jain, MD, FRANZCR

1/110, GILES STREET, CNR PRINTERS WAY, KINGSTON FORESHORE
MRI SuITE: XAVIER BUILDING, CALVARY PuBLIC HOSPITAL, BRUCE

CT Scan

Phone: 6126 5000
Fax: 6239 4242
Email: admin@umic.com.au

Ultrasound
Imaging Guided Procedures
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The issues of 1 989 covered not o
issues, but also the

I’lospital'board for th

government meeting head-on over

Planned b

challenged

w“ T blame doctors if
,guo ﬁcn‘t have access to
hospital beds after 1990
said Dy Colin Andrews, warn-
ing the ACT community.

rews. the former chair-
m?;A;’fd the hospital services
board was commenting on the
steering commMitee’s repoﬂlonl

ACT Public Hospita

evelopment,

%e;{ie mbg?xgly criticized the bas-
i< assum%:jet:ns uged to calculate

(Estimated between 500 — 1100)

Rubbery figures

- first problem js that the
cj?u?a\ionsire based on an 85%
ncy rate. )
og;gg: dz‘m have to sit on 2
hospital board for long to real:
ize that an 85% occupancy rate
requires your hos) ital to have
wide corridors for lots of trolleys

for patients”’ he said.
The second assumption is that
average hospital stay will con-

inue to decrease by 1.5% per an-
m because of the introduction
of day surgery and more inves-
igative technology.
ugﬁn;: Ijkeli]lnlgﬁ of this con-
tinuing for another decade is un-
realistic he said.

Future developments

The future developmem_o&
cardio thoradic surgery, espedial-
ly coronary astery sugery in
the ACT is likely to increase pa-
tent stay. The committee has
also not considered that the
prindpal hospital will enable
thedigicult long stay cases to be
managed in Canberra.

1200 or 1300

“The true bed requirement is
m:cgg more likgl;et?: be 1200 to
1300 beds!” he said. ol

Another factor is the potentia
development of the undesgradu-
ate clinical school, which will re-
quire more space for academic

staff and tutorial rooms.
Several groups have m:gsted
the brief time allowed for discus-
sion of the report. Minister Bar-
ry in a press release dated the
sixth of September said, “The
consultative process to deter-
mine the fisture of Royal Canber-
ra Hospital was alive and well
and the ACT Labar Go\":mmerl;t
uld continue to accept sub-

;?mons from the public and in-

ed calculations

A solution

De Andrews suggested that the
mast economic solution was in
fact to demnlishdﬂm al% m:;

ilding around Canber
:llr;spi;l‘.g and build a further 3!&
beds at a accepted e o
$300,000 each. ie. a total cost f
490 million. The ma{nblodc al
Royal Canberra requires n:fu‘:f
bishing at an estimated cost

“Thus the 600 bed principal
hospital could be ?m‘.i far
about $110 million:” he said.
Natural m
will allow the increase c
and Calvary up to their designed
400 and 300 beds lﬁmw{%‘ﬂ
These figures demonstra
the limitations of the report.
I would like proper debate on

\

rebates; and, VMO sessional cont
being increased by 6.5 percent a

service contracts being increased by

'between 57 and 6.8 percent. And
big topics was vocationa[

nly these
appointment of a new

e ACT, pathologists and -
pathologj/
ract rates

nd fee for
somewhere
one of the

registration for general
practitioners,

: and more.

“Canberra Doctor” reported on all of these
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isati i issue, with consideration of
the number of beds required. terested organisations until 15 Llﬁe f:f:g m\:l; : poh%d onom-
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Labour ward fiasco e b
1h . .
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:wre than he expected ~ TEUWIE 5‘““‘““?3? [?:::een P p—— S
called loctors an L + Oulmanad|
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g:vm the delivery room by page report that the Division of 2 group established _ A
e followed Obstetrics and Gynaecology was . Zigier b ogpiral board. | =
-,'Eesee\ems ~fan intend to write to the Hospitals Boarc Dr Donovan said he =
<o the Jabous ward of an i avid to establish who had the uld- it eould resolye
ed home birth — a Pdnjxmsf osed mate authority over births in th.eopedad o to relation- : =
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sed. . s, He told Can-
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DR KATHERINE GORDIEV

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON

SHOULDER & UPPER LIMB
MBBS (HONS I) FRACS FAORTHA

Arthroscopic & Open Surgery
of the Shoulder & Upper Limb

Shoulder Replacement
Shoulder Stabilisation
Rotator Cuff Repair

Shoulder, Elbow,
Wrist & Hand Surgery

Weekly Sports Trauma
& Fracture Clinic

Operating at National
Capital Private,

Calvary John James,
Calvary Bruce Hospitals,
Canberra Specialist
Surgical Centre

Private & Public patients

Phone 02 6260 5249

www.katherinegordiev.com.au

Suite 7 National Capital Private Hospital
Garran ACT 2605

AMA Moot Backs Princi

A well attended meeting at
Woden Valley Hospital on
Thursday 5 October consi-
dered the controversial sub-
ject of “‘one principal haspi-
tal for the ACT".

Chaired by ACT AMA Presi-
dent, John Donovan, the meet-
ing was to discuss the report of
the ACT Public Hospital Redeve-
lopment Steering Committee
(August 1989). This committee
was formed to implement the
1938 Eearney Report which
strongly recommended that
there bé one principal hospital.

Dr Tony Clarke first addressed

meeting and summarised

%4 history of the evolution of
the Beport. and in particular
why the Woden Valley Hospital
was selected as the principal
hospital.

He outlined the number of
services which would be re-
quired in either hospital to bring
itto 151’!.:1cipal I;qc?ical status. Dr
Clarke descrl the costing
which led the committee to de-
cide that it would be less expen-
sive to bring Woden Valley
Hospital up to'a principal status
(700 beds) than Royal Canberra
Hospital.

As a member of the Steering
Committee which rted re-
cently to Health Minister Wayne
Berry, Dr Clarke answered criti-

. /'sm of the report by pointing

L -t restrictions on the Commit.
tee imposed by its terms of refer-
ence. its composition, and finan-
ial and time considerations.
Putting the case for the de-
velopment of Royal Canberra
Hospital. Dr Colin Andrews
drew attention to discrepancies
in the report conceming the
number of beds available,
Dr Andrews agreed that the
1200 beds in the public sector

AUSTRALIAN  [mvsmE:
(“NHRSING AGENCY N [

were essential should a teaching
ho:gil:al evolve in assodation
with an Australian Natdonal
University Medical School.

Dr Am?'rm*s submitted to the
meeting that the indusions of

|

# Dr Tbay Clarke; *I have no doubt
that the choice of Woden Valley
Hospital is the correct decision in
fiscal terms”,

geriatric and rehabilitation bed
numbers did nothing for the
principal hospital except in-
crease bed numbers from 600 to
700, Rehabilitation and Geriatrics
could remain at the Woden Val-
ley Community Hospital.
Intensive Care Director Dr Phil
Cumpston told the meeting that

AMA wary

The AMA remains unhappy
about the implications of
the vocational register
documents being distribut-
ed to GP's by Medicare and
the RACGP,

The Association remains com-
mitted to the introduction of

pal Hosp.

Canberrans are already paying Branch Councillor Dr Ray New-
for a higher level of service than combecalgave the meeting a
the current system can provide, histori i

and that the establishment of
a Principal Hospital would give
our community better value for
money.

Hcef:k that the sitting of the
principal ital was not so im-
portant as achieving higher stan-

dards of patient care,

# Dr Colin Andrews; “‘Royal Can-
berra is ideally placed in terms of
geography and popularion distribu-
tion to warrant substantial expen-
diture, and it can be done for much

less than the Steering Committee o ——
claims" P S—
of register '~

content based fees for General
Practition Services.

However despite the Senate
Select Committee Report, the
AMA still strongly believes that
the interests of all GP “speciali-
ty” groups are in jeopardy.

The narrow definition of
General Practice initially put for-
ward by the Ccl]nzﬁe, has caused
anxiety among the many and
varied” sub-groups of general
practice. ek »
&Signing upfc: Teg

ﬁ?@m‘*—’- portraying
Royal Canberra Hospital as the

parent of Woden Valley and Cal-

* Dr Ray Newcombe; *

vary Hospitals. and

“Royal Can-

called for

A\ '

bera Hospital has successively
aver I5 years pillage of beds and

services.”

suitable veneration and respect
to be paid to the matriarch of
Canberra's health system,

dmw

C Y g e .,

"Royal Canberra Hospital las'
successively over fifteen years,
been pillaged of beds and serv-
ices — all for the benefit of
Woden Valley Hospital and later
Calvary Hospital”. he said.

Dr Noel Tait asked the meeti
if it really knew what a principa

ital was. “In a principal
hospital all the essential services

were on one site”, He said that .

the ACT had too many public
hospital beds.

He believed that all doctors
would benefit, with the commu-
nity. in having a non-separated
spedialist service.

Dr Lindsay Grigg reminded
the audience that. as doctors,
our tﬂn’me concern must always
be the welfare of our patients.
He said that doctors have a duty
to provide medical services to
meet d'z:l- r;leed.s of g]aﬁ commu-
nity. and the Principal Hospital
fu%}s these raquiremenlg.sp

Professor Bob Douglas indicat-
ed that we should adopt a long
term view. and regard tﬁc estab.
lishment of a Principal Hospi-

tal as a template onto which
ather functions {such as teaching

Turn to page 7
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included: who's vesponsible for
the management of patients in the labour ward - midwives,
home birthers or obstetricians; demonstration of the new laser
technology in gynaecology; methadone in the ma.nagement of
drug dependence; nursing homes and the 'mcreftsmg pa.p.evwovk
imposed on general pvactitioners; the 'mea'wed physwlan;
non-bulk billing doctors in Ballina labelled “greedy” by ABC
investigators and a crisis in RMO hospital staffing.
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New obstetric block starts
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BSTETRIC facilities in wasy access o the diagnostic anel T8
“anberra entered a mnew freatment block, construction of % iy
ik i y I M o
hase on November 16, W |m}|. is to commence in 19491, ; L
. While the new obstetric block 1] - ¥

990, when the Minister for
Jealth Mr Gary Humphries
Jficiated at a tree planting
_eremony at Royal Canber-
= (South) to launch the new
sbstetric block.

On three levels and built im-
nediately west of the Pathology
block, the new unit will replace
the rwin facilities currently oper=
ared at the ‘old” hospitals.

The Mimster expressed his pee-
somal pleasure ag the nstigation of
thiis firse major project in the es-

t{;\-._lguwnl of the new principal
e
spital.

will initially be isolated from the
main theatre suites, ne i
the transfer of patients a consider-
able distance for Cavcsar in the
event of foveal distress, ultimate-
ly the labour wards will be linked
1o the operating theatres o be
housed n the Diagnostic and
Therapeutic Block.

Mixed
Response

Registered by Australia Post NBP9218

ROYAL CANBERRA VERDICT

No 21, February 1990

Death by her

ROYAL CANBERRA HOSPITAL SOUTH

Reception of the plans outlined

The launch, held on the new by the Minister and the Depart-
site, was attended by representa=  ment of Health has been mixed. NEW OBSTETRICS UNIT [ ]
tives of medical, nursing and While accepting that a single ¥ </ L g T e )
paramedical staff, politicians, obsteric ..m:,'".:in.ma - m“jm’;’c_ . ?:'h:. new ghﬁtcfr_;rl {’:Indf ,1_1: Roy J.I C‘i'nf)r. rra (South). EY AT the end of the latest fra- come from the ’ Own h
. e 'bstetric urit, St o g great, but inside it’s a different scory. the weekly Hansard of ~ The ; _ an
ogether with media  tion with neonatal facilities, is 2 cas ACT Hospitals have the 57th December. DEW nurses career structure | administra iving i
represenratives. vast improvement on the previous and letters 1o the hospital chief ex- BII rth' inflicted on the ACT public has created positions in clinical ‘paradise i[mﬂ? Gag ‘?“""8‘“ afools next budget forces the cuts. The
ACT Community Services  ‘twin campus’ idea, Jocal obsterri-  ecutive officer indicate that few l lng what has been achieved? ' ACT MORE Ci B and educaﬁnnaf iwill fi de.ly M 'Ihe ]?ub]ic Unions will strike in suj port of
health supremo, Mr John Bissert,  clans have been critical of the  obstetricians ave happy wish the i One may well ask. bu OSTLY streams so that approximately CDntlll)l‘:l’; or the inefficiencies to- their jobs, and witha lmﬁpwvn-
attended, accompanicd by the  plans of the new unit. olans so far nraduced Ce ntre rushes Y with tnobody  Using a standard formula to 1o of nurses have no direct pa. | The Federal Governm, cation will paralyse the hospital
General Manager of Royal Can- feservations have been ex- The fiest problem is the num- realities are that ma‘:sﬂwrhr:;l‘lhe comg ivalent hospitals jn UGNt care role. This may be of made arystl d ent has Cest fini. X
berra, Mr Len Withers, pressed that the number of deliv- ber and size of the delivery rooms.  The Birthing Centre accot budget is'down the drain to thth uﬁifgr and elsewhere, the Aus- 220¢fit 1o patient care gu( the paying either. e it
Attending her first official fanc=  cry suites (10) and assessment Currently the two hospitals dated on the ground flool tune of $7 - 9 million ¢ ed A]E'i'ﬁmm of Health com- pIATAn uses Federation bas RO8 Deph
fion as m‘cmbur af the new t‘.t{'«T rooms (2) will be insufficient  have 12 delivery rooms inopera-  compromise move is unlik " Translated into cold hard cash ifmﬁmmgghw%eomer gzs:cﬁd:d iﬂq{in.nﬂnqng any . STAFF FORCE CLOSURE The ng( problem with assess-
Hospitals Board was Mus Jenny  when the building is complete, let  tion, with a further two spare,  please anyone. that means about $25 to $50 dol-  per bed da ! COBLE e s test that - ing ACT hospitals is the lack of
McNical. alone allowing for exira demand  with room sizes ranging from 26  The ACT for Birth S¢ lars per of population or at  Canberra $;fq“:‘wel'l.' $428 at Royal mllithe case, achm don't have to be Prince Mi- detailed data, Rumours abound
The new building, designed by as the years progress. w0 over 36 square metres in size.  carlier this year was rold o least extra ‘per annum per at Calvary A WVH.and §264  ° 10 other Australian hospi- ;velhm realise Royal Canber-  but facts are hard to come by, .
the Canberra architect Meville There has also been negative  The new rooms will be up to 7 only centres that had worke mgayen " The :a'mm Staheusl;ng a similar system, other 'cr?m ospital is being doomed to  Some of the res quotled
Potts {of Campbell, Di Carli,  medical comment about a birth-  metres long and as liele as 35 cessfully were those locate % "+any measure the Govern. terrifyi ar far more look kir:;lmmm are Dot going to radigle s o M Unless  above are 3 years old, but are the
Potes Pty Ltd) is and has an im=  ing centre on the ground floor of  metres wide. The inclusion of the  away from the main d firetit hospitals in the ACT per- ulmm Canberra Hospi- t ACT B Ym;j;m money going ¢ pes are introduced most recent available. Itis time for
;\Z“Iapi\w exterior which will en- the new wiit, cusuite within this space further ~ areas, prefierably off the b form poorly. The Cc Ith sanal m“;ﬁlm Clean.inguii:]ld Food = in kitty ::e w'l} not be f?’ff"nds the ACT public to be fu]ly in-
aftce the currently bland exteri- Supervised by mid-wives,  reduces the available floor space o site entirely. Grants commission has made it salaries are 6,5% bow RNl also uni 0f Becvices are and the hm' T rﬁ_urhlshmem, formed on where their health dol-
or of the hospital campus. without obstetric supervision, the 26 square metres in some. Obstetricians are critica dlear that ACT hospitals are over-  tralian e, d above the Aus- cleaned b;ﬂpresswe. WVH is " ¢ ospital will be closed. lar is spent.
O three levels, the building  birthing centre is scen by some as “ln the currcnr 26 square  space allocated w the b frgﬂﬂdgfd:ul:mahmpamd withthe  21% above the amz;‘:‘- s:wm Calvary, m‘““::ﬁﬂtuiem asis mon&s“g:l: ‘:nul:_;;sﬂ a t;;ﬁ Tl:;ed.*\nnua] Reports are
2 ‘tme-bomb’ within the unit.  meeres space at Royal Canberra,  cvntre. The average floocs tralia. costs are 31% above aver square met per pera - in vague generalisations
: age, ang t er at RCH cleaned bg ﬁ""e_mmem- SUPPUTCEdnB apub-  with glossy pictures whi
51 ¢ tired of the perpetual wnion Y P which look

comprises two symmetrical
wings. joined at the waist by a
spectacular section which features
2 huge glass wall presented 5o the
northerly sun.

The unit will house 75 beds,
and patients will be accommodat-
ed in single or twin rooms, cach
with a north or south view over
the surrounding suburbs.

The ground floor will comprise
reccption and administration
areas, together  with tutorial
rooms and a birth centre of three
beds.

The second level will largely be
devoted to post natal accommo-
dation, while on the third level
will be the obsterric defivery
rooms and neonatal intensive care
facilities.

The pg

Fears are that obsweiric catas-
trophes such as foetal distress,
ante-partum  haemorrhage and
malpresentation will be allowed 0
brew quictly without medical
supervision.

Then the midwife will call for
instant help from the obstetricians
and anaesthetists who-will have
never seen the patients before and
who will have not had a chance
to prevent the disaster.

It is anticipated that the new
building will be ready for occu-
pation by October 1991.

Obstetricians

Sydney Melbourne

once you get the bed, staff, father
and the necessary Tesuscitation
paraphenalia in the room, there is
barely room w swing @ €at, let
alone a drip pole, or a resuscita=
tion tean,” said Dr Bates.

“Far optimum usage of space
the rooms need to be approxi-
mately square,” he said.

‘The nurses’ station is no bigger
than the current ong at Weden,
which will not cope with the ex=
tra workload, The nurses’ change
and locker room is a total of 7.5
square metres, not much space
when a shift for 10 delivery suites
plus the nursery staff are trying to
change for work.

Uniil the other buildings are
completed the floggavill be served
by only one I i

Brisbane

Perth

located to the three birthin
beds, including ancillary
kitchen, lounge, etc., is 11
metres, whereas the majo
ery area on the third floor
than 70 square metres of |
the floor per bed.
Chairman of the Div
Obstetrics Dr Grahame E
it-was foolish to use valuz
space on an elifist birth v
dling Jow numbers of ¢
for the middle class
when eritical space shor!
oceur on the third floo
“Mothers with com
who need modemn lab
facilities have just a5 1
o balconics, lounge 1
kitchenetee facilities at
¢lge,’ Dr Bates said.

-
-

Prior to the change of govern-

ment in December, the then

position Spokesman on Heaﬁﬁ,
Gary Humphries, asked a series of
questions on hospital costs. Al-

lowing for waffle in replies and
exaggerations in the figures quot-
ed in the questions, it is still not
dlear that the ACT public have
comprehended the hard facts.
The figures quoted in this article

New director for family medicine

Bt
- LLOWING the departu
} Peter Harris, there ga nel:
A.CT. State Director for the
family medicine programme.

Dr jenny Thomson, whe is
known in Canberra, has receﬁg
been appointed to the position,
She has been associated with
EM.P since it was started in 1974,

Bom and bred in Canberra, Dr
Thomson studied medicipe at-
Sydney University before working
as a resident medical officer at the
Royal North Shore Hospital. After
working in several general prac-

tices in Sanin, h in chi
._'w &y, she spent mng_‘wgrked in chil %l;éﬁthm ina

Adelaide
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administration costs 89.5% above

averagem X

e counter claim is that th
ACT hospitals should be in {actb:
compared with teaching hospi-
don't
hospi-
Woden

tals. Even then the

look good Boyal Adelaide

tal, with more beds than

ﬁggmfn&n&m'mbmed.
ur nurses

with our 27, " Sompaced

working in drug and alcohol
units,

u;[\?e ﬁeedk tf:).\r;h-:rd.ll:x'peme1:1te. she

e outh Africa wh

s_he worked for six mon‘lul?'}.seir:

Soweto practising obstetrics, then

worked in paediatrics in Trans-

\‘:ul for ;am\:h months. While she
as in South Africa she

school teacher whom she ;ﬂﬂ:

quently married in 1976, Nick

Thomson, who now works as a

':;?p;m L1':;3ns|§§nr:mt. will be look-

after their four chil

10. 8 6, and 18 mron:llmf renaged

Back in §

ney, Dr Thomson
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hospital staff is $28 as agains
per square meter at WVH. '
. Commerdal kitchens
about 100 meals per staff ggndll:
Hn;sé:ltal staff at WVH and RCH
produce on average 45 meals per
staff memb:aiEsﬁmams are that
using more effidient techniques in
the kitchens could save $Fl;?ﬂ
lion per annum.

All health workers and health

Botany community heal
In 1979 she becan?; a tratﬂn:eenﬁ:
son officer for EM.P bef;
m}i to Caﬁ;i‘t;ena.
nny Thomson i
various general mhgcgoﬁega:l
berra, as well as spending a year
m_Chnsu_'nas Island in 1986. She
a:]i] gng.uu;e m[amk in Seullin
‘en r i

P G two sessions

She plans to build and
the regional EM.B. netwo?lip::g
base for training in rural general
practice, as well as continuing the
commitment to training for part-
time general p: s !-5
@Ehis war she op

=

lore mov- - 8

=

INSURANCE SERVICES

Srices F

wrangling will cl -
b?-':a's Ssoors. one Ryt Can
e Unions went peril
close this month to a]]ﬁm,gmﬂ!z
hospital to be closed down and
?:ée Cz;]e suﬁdegtkl;ads at Woden
vary to

at relaﬁv:l?: short n:gcgw plack
Currently Mr Humphries has
simply to wait until the public ex-
asperation leve] rises, or until the

N
Y

=R

Py
iy

" That may

=N

pretty but don't necessarily give
an insight into the real costs.
Some months ago. a Treasury
team went stomping around the
hospitals but nothing has been
saig since.lscu;pporters of Canber-
ra Hospital claim that the fi
have bgen fudged. Ogpees
0,
. so, but who
It is time that ACT health dol-
lar was accounted for!

October 2013
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Empty Nursing Home Further
Beds at Jindalee attacks

With over a hundred patients
waiting for nursing home
beds in the ACT, it may
come as a surprise to find
empty beds at the Govern-
ment nursing home at Jin-
dalee. Several beds (the
number is in dispute), have
been empty for some
months. Why?

The search for an explanation
follows a tangled path of inter-
departmental  and inter-
governmental confusion, typical
of our health system. If the situa-
tion at Jindalee is any example, the
ACT Board of Health is going to
have its work cut out bring ¢ffi-
ciency into the health system.

Jindalee nursing home was the
most expensive nursing home 10
run in Australia in 1989-90, rev-
cals Heidi Ramsay from the
“Seolch Authority. Tt cost nearly

- ittion for 127 beds, Meedless

o say they've been working hard

to turn that around in 1991.
Where were the costs? The
main thrust of improvement has
been the remaoval of the large
numbee of overlapping job clas-
sifications, with administrative
costs and wasteful demarcations.

. BELIEVE IT Med

Heidi Bamsay explained that
Jindalee would always be an ex-
pensive operation because of the
type of patient admitted. with
government nursing homes tak-
ing the more difficult patients that
the private nursing homes were
unwilling to admit.

What isn't in dispute is that
there are over 100 people ap-
proved for admission to ACT
nursing homes by Geriatric As-
sessment  Teams, These teams
work within the state health sys-
tem but carry out a Common=
wealth funcrion, i.c. filling out the

MHS form which is required be=
fore you are permitted to enter 3
nursing home. There arc belicved
o be over 200 people waiting for
assessment on top of those already
on the hst.

The number of nursing home
beds in an area is controlled by the
Federal Department of Housing
and Aged care. Unfortunately in
the ACT, the tendency for fami-
lies moving to the ACT to bring
their oldies with them isn't al-
Jowed for in the formula.

According to geriatrician Dr
Michael Davis, about a quarter on
the waiting list come from outside
the ACT. “There is no way of

OR NOT

knowing how many elderly come
to the ACT to stay with family
and then deteriorate and require
hospitalisation, as they then come
from an ACT address. Canberra
has the most rapidly growing
aged population of any of the cap-
ital cities)” he said. “The other
problem we have is because of the
delay, by the time a person gets to
a2 nursing home, they are heavily
dependent on care!”

“The situation is not going 1o
get any better,” Dr Davis said. A
20 bed extension in an existing
nursing home is the only one that
is likely to occur in the next 5

ars’” There are long lead times
and no new approvals are in the
pipeline.

Thus the Ministry of Housing
and Aged Care helps keep its ex-
penditure lower at the expense of
the Department of Community
Services and Health, who has to

pay for the elderly patients
trapped in hospital awaiting the
rationed nursing home beds. In
the ACT, at least 40 acute hospi-
tal beds are tied up by nursing
home type patients.

This still doesn't help us get
grannies into those empry beds.

Why can't they be used? Shortage
of staff is the reply. Enrolled
Nurse Aides are no longer being
trained by the TAFE. (Up until 4
years ago they were still bc'mE

“trained by the hospitals, the tas

was taken over by the TAFE and
then scrapped. | didn't dare com-
plicate this tale by asking why?)

An interesting line of enquiry
that the Health Board and the
Public Accounts Committee
might like to take is to ask why
the shortages of nusing staff are in
government institutions, when
Calvary and John james F {ospitals
have waiting lists, and private
nursing homes seem to manage.

No private nursing home has
empty beds, Why?

groups

Last month’s Canberra Doctor
contained reports of attacks
on President Grahame Bates
and two senior doctors who
work in the Therapeutic
Goods Administration. After
that issue had gone o press,
our attention was drawn 1o

hiet which had been

Ironically, the strongest argu-
ment for the closure of Govern-
ment nursing homes comes from
the Federal Labor Government,
who froze payments to State
Government run nursing homes
in 1986. Costs of running state
nursing homes has to be topped
up by the State. In the ACT's case,
this top up for Jindalee cost abouc
$2 mullion last year. Privatising
Jindalee would throw this cost
back on the Commonwealch.

ical Ordinance
Discover~

a pamp

distributed outside the Syd-
ney office of the Department
of Community Services and
Health.

This pamphlet repested the
carlier demands of ACT UP
(AIDS Coalition to Unleash Pow-
er) and of Insidious Acts, which
was revealed to be an “affinity
group” of ACT UP, for Australia
to accept overseas approvals of
drugs used in HIV infection.

The pamphlet accused Minister
Brian Howe of allowing Aus-
tralians with HIV to progress to
AIDS and dic by denying them

Other stories covere
University's in
program in1996; Meas
veported ACTC
AMA subscript

Doctor dinner guest speaker, Pr
~ onthe Air New 7Zealand Erebus disaster; MR] unit for

Canberra at NCDI Deakin; and prone sleep

o

™~

d in 1991 included: Sydney
tention to move to a graduate 4 year

les on the increase in the ACT
h Officer, Dr Bob Scott; a lower
ion rate questioned for GPs; Canberra

of Peter Herdson, spoke

ing and SIDS.

Attention has been drawn to  comp
the fine print in the front cal pract
(Definitions) part of the TregIsteTe
How to Balance Iioaue™ o
tration Ordinance 1930. who et
A fascinating little definition of “":;.r.“
the B ud et whatdi.s encompassed by the term mHmm A o r
“medical practice” reads as ow N
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p ce to the production manager on content. s wrangle over what should oA I services.  technology d chy Dy e
The committee meets approxi i Dr lan Pryor Chairman of the pensioners and unemployed pe inthe context f a healthy fe fo
pproximately 7-8 times per year ACT AMA CP Subcommi N - le only, i ployed peo-  service system y fee for
for h i y scribed tteede-  Dr.lan PRYO] P y, it would not be ti ystem for General Prac-
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Stop Haemophilus De

ACT Branch President Bob Allan

“All the published data show

Interestingly, among the men-

an outer mem
Neiserria me

aths Now

ort ' -
May 1992 outbreak; future of Calv per for smoking bans; measles

ary Private Hospital at B ; publi
il | : sp ruce; public
= pitals collapse looms, Medicare refbrms and more
«ot— af  consider ‘he"“‘sm'i'.ﬁor}cimn;oln}:

ingiti i edomi-
. i i1l save the health sys- ingitis cases, there is a pr
has joined a :&D‘A‘:;::“;‘::dﬁ zf-x: x:n‘:}‘ﬂ r;t:':gh Jess hospital nance of lg;rls slsltm{larat:‘:wi: l;a: %W’} and tetz
g i tilisation,” said Dr Allan. been noted in Victora, . ]
ey Amc:kimm§ o sf‘::c_ K “‘111:03’&1;:-: most at risk are  original children in the Northern Au?:a;:i:‘;;
g : ic ic Territory. :
ilusi enLA in the lower socio-economic . ) !
g‘mhfnuiﬁﬂ:‘mcﬁ';‘;ﬂf g\mupi and those at childca‘re, Most of i}w;r];zl;c;f t:;z:ecc‘;:;; u}:ped“’\m.\t t:o?:g r
tioners on the same basis as the someofwhose parents might think h@vebﬂ:m virt;:any Misap. protection. H
seasles mymps rubella vaccine.  twice about spet_lding_li Io?.l?l_dnl- dlst‘r:‘(;! 5 NOW P elue prior & A N E S M
s mumge bl o Bresospdng OBl Sk v WS MAGAZINE FOR ALL D
should be made available without sul:s. T has a ot Teohnicalltles cording to T IN TH E c OCTO RS
pere & midml':::um. ended mmﬂf‘;; J:nd Ie::l Australia in a The Vaccine is based an\helc?p-l P:g from :\: A N B E R R A R EG ION
¢ :11‘2:{ :;am] ;&?;:Medi— ound public healthiniative,” said sular E,QE::;::,%; g‘?»;"lé'fé‘m e ect PYS— Published by the Australian Capital Territory B h
4 ¢ i ran
chRﬁea:dmCaundla:Ed the Am-g Dr Allan. :‘:m'.’“’, 4 T et jmportant virulence  tres. l by Australia Post NBPa21g ch of the AMA Lig
alian f Paediatrics an . £ i Fista - It is plar
o ot Epidemiology et IR L et P :
the medical Profession in the S(:}mt: 15 rhu}dhoo;l death;mo; ohil yomges thar 18 months, antigen at elq S t C'. i , "
ACT,” he said. cur in Au?lral-}anﬂt'a Y enin. who are unable to respond to  soonasthe) u l l l l I l I I) anned |nlcal Schoo' Pr
“With wintr comg o, et H'a'emol?hﬂm ; ugnﬁ:withthe polysaccharid tigens. Bet by an injec “Canberra has become a clinj . 0 ress
havethe opportunity topreventat  gitis,a flg‘-“ec;:\ﬁaf: to measles  2and 5 years of age most children All autt ko has bemm“d_‘“,‘“]‘ These schogDm 1 S
least half the cases of Haemophil-  reported deaths cu naturally acquire PRP antibody,  the higher school”, Professor Charles Bug. - LLOnOMmOus because of distance”
usmeningitisand epiglottis boU) b o probably due exposure to Hibor  compared es-Webb, Professor f“p ridg-  hetald the meeting. “Westmead is
pmﬁanyfataldiseases.n\ex’\c’f ACTsmdapy MCGIFE-::I 4 ai cross reaction with other polysac-  hood imur Medicine at Sydney va‘ﬂl{ly "“:ﬂqe_-‘.r ahead because of the ap.
statistics show that we can expect  and reported trl the Mo m]t:;-}r_ charide antigens. the cost b told a breakfast meetin, :‘é‘ﬂ" pointment of its associate deanPB
another 13 to 27 cases this yeur,  nalof Australa, S00% ‘?x\\a:heewi‘: Toimproveimmunogenicifyin  vaccinati Tast week. 8 of GPs  months ago.
with apesk incidemce Ih Jome." waze ia mhore SN 3 the younger age groups, chemical The et Professor Bri R "Theposiﬁcnor’assoc' b
“Bvery doctor has secn 4 iagic mmmh‘s andf\%?rxﬁ;:bﬁ;ﬁ{::?- cou;!mssﬂf the PP polysaccha-  the ACT lined the 3 big :ﬂiﬁer\;}?b Out- for Canberra is to be ac{?«:rg:::;
case of this disease, either in its  esannualy S B L SRS LU ride has ben tried and this has - the vacd dertaken by the Medical b, 5000, he said.
acute form, or as chronic bran iesftom 9 0 0 Bl e child  produced 4 vaccine types. gor etal atSydney University. sty s, 1 also spoke of the cha
~pe in an institutionalized ézéé“ :\n;\“oﬁ::‘::ul and :!:110?.'[‘\“ died PRP has been conjugated with wads llv [ s ey miver ;,,c(im,.caf:a:';" o Mteacm“g ke of the uc’l"iﬁf
gt hilebei 46T diphtheria toxoid (PRR-D), amu- andepig isthedevalution of . from “eaching hoopi x
“We now have the d»\anne_to wh:mnﬁ\t::nsfemd tothe mlﬁt diphtheria toxin (PRP-OC),  intensiv PrinceAlfze:jfaR ;?ﬁf&f S;‘Rz}.ﬁj more broad ba G:x; ::E:L s:;%ﬂ '::
pEE i il .  _ ) - T We.:fz:"ead\l\lepean and C‘anb;:: D]f community medical activities
i I ra. £ "-‘ﬂd]?lhérei.s the change ¢ also, =
uv . a4yearp°3"graduabede ge (o The Australian Med;
" BTCEPIo- oo . n Medical Coyn-
t a gramme and finally the introduyc- ail hds required that Sydney Uni-
Ne BUdge 0 1E:::::.n lofd 2 3 week rural placem:;[ versity increase the Ge{\er:!y Pr::. |
i i Students j i .
Further financial pressure on the  Orthopaedic and Plastic Surgery Nts in final year. Continued on Page 3... i
nation’s public hospitals has been patients are over 12 months. ' i
d as the number of pri-  “Thosewaitingin thepublicsys: 4 D o
wvately insured patients continues  temarebeing discriminated agains| ’
to drop. _ an;‘iosqugmdqulby'_ﬂ‘!:ubemrof: = rESSiUE
Federal Government reductions  who are dropping their insurance, . w2 : 2 . d
inhmd.i:'lgbc-publichos'pilz]smean she said. ; | oM S St ith AMA Vice President Brendan Nelogs - ] D[] ae iCS
that hospital bean counters have “] have a problem with that and R - \ I m.!{i(' Qp_‘aéé“r Wf’m nNelso
found the §140dollars per day from | thatany government, espe- | esps Diu . - -
privatepatients very handyinhelp-  dally a Labor Government, would . - ~
ing to balance the budget. have a problem with that” ’ D1V |
waerizl&mpasﬂﬁ)‘::‘ﬁﬂ\e *The only thing )lr‘wget;l A: apri- -
percentage of privatelyinsured pa-  yate patient in the hospital from a -
B e esiropped frome0%t0d0%,  serviee point of view is bills, What Sandra Ferj
and continues to drop by about 2% the Minister needs to do is allow Yousaresidgnt re _ ) -
3 i itals toin some- V‘T £S5 18T
TR g s e Koo g ene | - - Your Premium Obstetric Ultrasound Provider
" e i ay) e, .
san,

At Canberra Specialist Ultrasound, we are passionate about delivering the very
best ultrasound imaging service for every patient. We are a team of highly
experienced doctors and medical imaging professionals from across the

country, utilising state of the art equipment with our unique clinical focus.
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Www.Can bEITﬂEYE laser.com.au
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AMA Backs

Clean Up
the Air

“Health Minister Wayne Berry
unqualified support
in his push to banish cigarette
smoke from public buildings,”
said ACT AMA Branch President
Dr Bob Allan. .
“The weight of medical evi-
denceas to the ill effects of passive
smoking continues to grow and1
seenoreasonwhy the ACT should
not be in the forefront of the move
to eliminate another m-.mm_m-
ard from the community,” said Dr
Allan. )
By the middle of the year legis-
Jation should be before the ACT
House of Assembly to ban smok-
ing in public buildings. )
Last menth saw the release in
the UK before the Royal Society of

further results of Sir Richard Doll’s ©

studyc‘fsmokingar\dthehcahhaf
35,000 doctors followed for 40

. Andthenewsisbad.His earlier

NBP9218

March 1993

o

Health Minister on Smoking

:.-tCI‘Hmm: Minister, Wayne Berry.

either on public health or occupa-

tional health grounds.

Employers with staff in smoky
i willev 1

have

:nbnnsmkingmmakzdecisiqns
to put in all sorts of expensive
ventilation equipment.

Dr Allan favours a system of
ficensing for hotels and clubs
where patrons may smoke pro-
vided that premises meet satisfac-
tory ventilation standards.

Support for the Minister is also
coming from the ;-msks bendm\:;

ition ESWO!
g:tl‘-‘leggtp:’;te Camp:lili *Tlsile Op-
ition support this legislation
msthe pra\!r’igg that smoking I?e
itted in publicareas with suil-

able extractor equipment,” said

«Canberra Doctor” paid tribute to Dr Fred d
Hollows who died in February 1993; and Yepov.teo.l- %
on palliative care and the new pv‘o]oosed ?o;ptce,t
unemployment - the new epidem&c; estab i vz\z}r .
of and concerns re Pap smear register fort e ACT;
problems for women doctors; contract .anxtety fgf
anaesthetists; the new general surgeon in town (Dr
lan Davis); and the election of Dr Brendan Nelson,

the youngest AMA pvesident ever.
*\ -

current population) will die pre-
maturely as a result of smoking.
With a death rate of 1 in 5 in the
developed world, smokingis well

“Thisis ground-breaking Jegis-
lation,” said Mr Berry, “and be-
cause of this the legislation may
take a bit longer to draft,” he said.

results showed arisk of 1in3ord I dngiswell take s eiear that he was pre-
smokersdying prematurely. Now up with Ir.hz greatest epidemics in - :dammke s
the Tepks shuwh;sin z m]:l mi Wﬂiqu fri consult with all groups to ensure
A B e B air i that the legislation works.
his results to the general popula-  the community :ZIHZI:]E air l: el o s
tion and has calculated that one  publicplaces,” sa Mini omdtanaimzbynﬁssingpeo—
Britoa in 6 (or 10 million of the  ter Wayne Berry. spoil
Calvary Hospital Unemployment
TS°EExpa"d is Sickening
wlces s is a significant the AMA at its national confer-
The Board of Management at ¢ or in premature male deaths ence last May. This stimulated the
Calvary Hospital is to undertake .o dineto data presented tothe  AMA's interest in the issue.
acomprehensive reviewofitsfu-  yag4 ynemployment and health For more on the Forur, turn to
ture strategic development. forum entitled, Unemployment = page 6.
Mr Mark Avery, Chief Execu-  ye's Sickening, held in Canberra.
tive of the hospital, has called for  poy gume specific causes of Aged
mﬂmm"“i"ﬁ“ml“"’d“‘:‘; death, unemployed males had C -
plinary service development o b hicher death rates. a
Broup. . + Diabetes: 160% higher death Home
Chairpersons already appoint- cate, He]
edtothegroupincludephysiclans _yyon ) disorders: 193% higher P
Terry Gavaghan and Chris Ash- death rate, The governament has niionced

agn and surgeons John Bucking-
.am and Tony Caims.

Also included are anaesthetist
Heather Lopert, gynaecologist lan
Trethewey, general practitioner
Phil Barraclough and Imagingspe-
cialist Tony Griffin.

It is anticipated that the group
will give a strong direction

expansion of services at the hospi-

tal over the oncoming years.

Someissues which havealready
been raised include the employ-
ment of a staff specialist in anaes-

+ Laundry and
987, males
| rce

thetics and appointment of a
irect ntensive <
TJ@'I,

» Diseases of Nervous System:
450% higher,

* Respiratory diseases: 95%high-
er,

- Digestive diseases: 122% high-
er

Non-employed males had sig-

forthe nificantly lower death rates only

for neoplasms (14% lower) and
injury (8% lower).

These figures apply for unem-
ployed males in the 25-5 age
group in 1985-7.

Dverall, in
aged

anew scheme to assisttheaged to
live at home. The scheme will be
administered in the ACT by the
Goodwin Retirement Village.

The Service will provide assist-
ance with:

« Bathing,

* Dressing,

+ Meal preparation,

« Mobility,

» Medications,

# Shopping,

Belluci’s Restaurants
(Phillip) Ph: (02) 6282 1700 & (Manuka)

Ph:

(02) 6239 7424

— Bath and body products, gourmet foods, candles,

— Award winning, casual Italian dining. * conditions apply.

Bond Hair Religion
(Kingston) Ph: (02) 6295 8073
— Bond Hair Religion is committed to creativity and service.

Let us listen and look after you.

Botanics on Jardine Florist
(Kingston) Ph: (02) 6295 0221
— Exceptional design for all occasions, including event hire.

botacs

its

=

C: FZII’Jt ree 6 E\-’Cl}-’ n

plewe
makin

geners
he said
sition

.Y
he sai
starte
evenh
andat
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VMO Contracts Stalled

Uproar broke out at the emer-
ncy AMA Council meeting

- teld at 1.00 pm on Friday 10th
December when the terms of
the Health Minister's offer of

against.

Bassett.

“This is against all principles
of fair play,” said Dr Mark

December 1993
BranchPresident Mark Hurwitz, _unlike at present and VMOs can
be required to conduct outpa-
) '!'::E&S&ES:S . lientclinics. The lack of consist.
n:ﬁﬂ" willbe decided by athird o the great heartache al%:lftmﬂ\: i eppaetaca bou
“A dispute resolution mecha. 125¢40Wn of public hospital - The Legal Position

. " ) cilities. Many VMO ol . .
nism will be put in place to re-  worked very hy i o b‘:ilg“:; desms‘:il::wr Justin Stanix

the He. t . . solve number of disputed mat- fatric uni B s week's
Thars day oth were reve led Promises Promises  ters” hesaid. | :ﬁi;"‘xf‘;ﬂ:ﬂ;: P before the Indus
garden path by Health Minister "L 15 Bressrelease the Minis- o i tems cumbing and patents  The Commssiones
Wayne Berry who had s keni]: ter said, “The package will en- eneral Meeu“g sufferi " pafien mehemCommsslpmner —
conciliatory terms the ;::uiom; Efle the VMOs to work at their ~ On Wednesday the 8th De-  One speaker pointed out that tract WNI:hm s propeeaam
day hinting at a rehurn to the old contract rates until 28th Feb-  cember, 140 VMOs packed the many VMOs have spent a lot of the Hoolt Faganda
previous contract while "
mediation\arbitration pro- are~j\e5£1ved. ;
ceeded, ey requirement of the

~ When the 3 page document
finally arrived careful examina-
tion shows that the Minister had
sent doctors a package of fish-
hooks. VMOs were offered the
old rates of pay but the fine print
in the offer covered the clauses
the AMA had been arguing

ruary while disagreed matters AMA national HQ in Barton, to

package is the agreement from
individual VMOs that they will
accept the outcome of any medi-
cation/arbitration of the disa-
greed matters by 26th February.

“The two parties will consult
to find a suitable mediator/arbi-
trator. If no consensus can be be done in the interim to get
reached within7 days, thenomi-  doctors back to work without

; _ indfall for the Health Afi
their own time building up the  but did not make a ruli
n time build aruling on the
first class facilities in the ACT  ijssue of jurisdiction o%rer the
aﬁlto watch them lying idle AMA.
while patients are transferred Justin Stanix discussed

. t the
: elsiwmh,;{;;s“tzy;\l:m. i the ;Z)g-.-ed which was negotiated in
vi . . ] i 87 after B months ispute
whﬁ:}ggﬁ;{;usdzﬁ&ﬁgmm dispute drags on, the ACT will which was des:;:r:r:d ‘t): :::ﬁ::[\
o ﬂoormmMuc hsofihe P only get the scrag ends of the  protracted dispule in the future.
o centgeg-j i of the ¢ sm]s— n_sud?ntand registrar pool. Thus  The Deed provides for most o*

what could  he dispute has the potential to the issues under discussion to be

seriously affect healthin the ACT resolved, but the Minister refuses

discuss progress, or lack thereof

on contract negotiations,
Progress could be summa-

m:[a.d at that point in one word -

for at least a year. to recognise the Deed.

‘GLENGULLEN"

Prime Cattle and Sheep Property
Superb ( ountry Homestead
50 Minutes from ( anberra

J /“““q - »\_v{/"

e

Crabtree and Evelyn
(Canberra Centre) Ph: (02) 6257 7722

home decor, and gifts for any occasion.

Electric Shadows Bookshop

(Braddon) Ph: (02) 6248 8352

— Specidalist books, CDs and DVDs (including rentals)

Evo Health Club
(Barton) Ph: (02) 6162 0808
— Hotel Realm.

e are a whole series of Thus a writ has been tak
e n
clauses in the new contracts that  out in the Supreme Court to :t-

have been manipulated in the tempt t nfo;
the Deed.
Department's favour. For exam- Fhe stambin i
tOrS rebmn 1D work s s : One stumbling block is that
i Ple VMOs are obliged by the anyone who signs a current

old contracts with the t
ment of & e the appo agre make th contract negates any benefits
n f Pen  available foremergenciesbutthe  of the Deedsif it is upheld in

[ tication hospilal is under no obligation  the court,
to provide regular work in nor- The AMA's offer remains:

F ] _u% . ul:a 1015,

_ Despite a wide disparity of
VIEWS a consensus was reached
to offer to the Minister that doc-

of ¢
“All precedents in industrial
relations are that you go back on

mal hours. turn to wor
:h" old terms and d'he" negotia- Powers of administration are conin Euand mediatin u“f the
ions are carri " sai i i »
g ﬁ»oui sim-]k given _IP non-elected unit heads ining in disp .

T T

Hotel Realm
(Barton) Ph: (02) 6163 1888
— Accommodation only.

JirraWines
Fax: 6227 5171
—You don’t need to go to Tuscany for good ltalian wines.
Canberra has a climate very close to Tuscany’s.

The Essential Ingredient
(Kingston) Ph: (02) 6295 7148
— Inspiring great cooking with ingredients, books and cookware.
* conditions may apply. These benefits are available for 2013, as at
10 November 2012, and may be subject to change.

HOTEL
REALM

Jirva Wines

EEsENTIAL
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Generic Substitution from [?heecember 1st

Canbesra GPs gathered ata break-

/ to hear from pharmacy in-
Zustry representatives how ge-
neric prescribing is likely to af-
fect general practice.

Substitution can only apply
where it is requested by the pa-
tient and only for brands under
the Minimum Pricing Policy
which havebeen proven tobe ther-
apeutically interchangeable. This
involves about 170 brands which
are clearly flagged in the Schedule
of Pharmaceutical Benefits by an
#a*, Substifution cannot occur if
the doctor has endorsed the pre-
scription ‘no substitution”.

Pharmacist and ACT Liberal
leader Kate Camell pointed out
that the changes were for bran:d
substitution rather than genernc
substitution.

She then went on to try to ex-
plain the complexities of the Aus-
tralian pharmaceutical system.

NHS lines are substantially
lower in price than overseas, with
prices approximately 60% of ¢lse-
where.

... Companies told the Federal
* “Yvernment that unless the re-

" turns were better then they would

have to cease research and devel-

opment in Australia.

Thus the Government came up
with what is known as Factor B
direct government funding to
pharmaceutical companies in
Australia doing research and de-
velopment. )

Brand name manufacturers in
Australia can't operate inAus!t_al—
ia when getting 40% of the price
compared with the USA. As a re-
sult, a price premium was encour-
aged by Government to enable
manufacturers to justify staying
in the Australian market. )

“The Federal Government is
attempting to have the bestof both
\ worlds, keeping the price down,

yet enc g companies to re-

their pensions of $2.60 times 52
and then after 52 prescriptions a
safety netmechanism applies. This
was to encourage the reduced use
of pharmaceuticals. ) _
Pensioners pay more if there is
a brand price premium and thus
there has been increasing pressure
from consumer and pensioner

ups.

gm’l{fzs the Government has

come up with the clrrent brand

substitution scheme said Kate.
Criticisms

1 gty ahme [—
the meeting were critical that the
legislation was too loose. The
chemist is not obliged to recom-
mend or dispense the cheapest
generic to a pensioner. The way is
also open for the unscrupulous
drug company to make deals with
the chemist.

While it is currently illegal for
companiestoofferany bonus deals
on prescription medications, there
is nothing to stop a company of-
fering deals on proprietary -:o]‘d
remedies in return for ysing their

Gabrielle Cooper, Chicf Pharmacist at John James Hospital

sised that good communications
between pharmacistand prescrib-
er were essential. .

Gabrielle supported keeping
the costs down as much as possi-
ble for pensioners.

“Patient interest isthe_pzimar_y
aimof the pharmacist,” said Gabri-
elle.

She spoke of the problems of
needing to use generics in hospi-
tals in an attempt to keep down
costs. Gabrielle said there were
some generics that she would not
use because of doubts about their

ualil
) D:?ferent coloured tablets
cause problems for hospital phar-
macists as well as GPs.

Gabrielle estimated that coun-
selling a patient on their discharge
medicationwill take about 15 min-
utes.

She also spoke of the problems
of stock control. “The last thing
we want is an inventory of differ-
ent brands pushing stock hold-
ings through the roof,” said Gabri-
elle.

ither phar-

Company View

Familiarity, confidenceandless
patientconfusion are the mainrea-
sons that doctors continue to pre-
seribe brand name drugs accord-
ing to Peter Miles, the pharmaceu-
fical director of Rhone Poulenc
Rorer.

F.I.agleru.d.'lsandQuina\eisabeut
$4 million per year.

This will have to impact on
their pre-clinical trial activity in
Ansual')a.’l'huslheirpl:osxammﬁ
of drug discovery, pain research

doroh

will
be affected.

P

e

“Canberra Doctor” published an article

Collignon on “Epidemiol 2SI

| ology and Po'litics”; Health Summit
discusses changes to private health insurance initiatives by Health

Min'ister, Graham Richardson. AMA President, Dr Nelson ¢

as identifying “right problems ... wrong answe’rs”' Terr Vérepoﬁed
dr.lewly appointed Health Minister meets the Cou;lcil Q)} A}’\E\’li -
thcuss any iSSL.LES of mutual concern; Comeare reviewing lonO

- e compensation cases where payments have been made forg

~ years; obs_ervaﬁ'ons on avisit from a HIC adviser and more

3
.

-
-
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Pharmacentical o1
search shows that GP t
generic prescribing W
increased influence of
macist in prescribing,

Substitution will 1
lowed on products ju
bioequivalent by the |
tical Benefits Adviso
tee. The permissible 1
120% biocavailabili
would be unwise to
drugs with a low th
dex such as aminoph
in or warfarin.
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‘wumber of beds available j
in
;._;.hm Valley Hospital continues
cmat:“:;k ;.nd attempts to get ac.
g ed figures are impossi-

The hospital claims th
at the
= :.uriséfewer beds in use but it:
o pected that the figure is at least
The number of case. i
. i i
Note: Thit Wo_den Hospital constinE::d l,g
imi shnnlf, dltf)_ring Population pres-
cd Sures. Hushnlancial year there has
beena rlec!umon in the number of
Co ;as(-s oniginally allowed for in the
; udget, 'I'he number of hospita]
ra cases permitted has been redyceq
COWSU.;S&U to 48,500 during the
of this fi 4
Enquid is financial year

The decline in beds at

Valley Hospital is maj —
for all the people iy
ACT AMA Branch eside

Mark Hurwitz, x

-~

jor concern
Al

“There comes a time v
pt hen
ongoing slaughter the

of beds has 1o

'yt ';h
T

@ O

caps( dinic ”(7{’&’"'“5';5

GP Required for
Skin Cancer Unit

.u'-.r: (_Sﬂ(.{: ~..-11;|

Vanishing Bed S

savings that
cherry-picking of
the report js clear]
ductive,”

mcrease in waj

of a decrease ; e u increase in service st onlyw.aya dispute 5 B
the dispute a;ﬂ sti;\ ices during  clearly a ‘bob each wf;?;:‘fft';‘- ‘W"{“”eisifpeoplehav::i.w;:: :?‘ in the hospital but has no pa-
.o el as the blow  said. © ¢ Quertime to catch up,” said Mrs Bngiay 5 - 0S OfYOreand plain
Closures have affecte arnell. g “nglish it would have been called
e o .
;llmh s geriatrics, where the \}l-;aos bei The nursing staff at Woden are o ?;T:SP':; bed.
1Spute would have hag negligi- eh‘:& squeezed to dangerous ley-  warg sfaﬁ”ﬁfw onaaner of a
ble impact. 3 Y not employing casuals and happ;n lﬁ(::g {nu{msmﬁ’who
0o iti Pelying on nurses to work double withou all on leave, with or
Pposition attack Sh“}f to cover if a colleague is  Thenoe,
obong
Le;der of the ACT Opposition 1o 190 :0 front for work. Over-  ed asa bed rﬁ?:::bﬁ'm i
attack -:}:e C&nwm 1, continues to that ma,:_]mm:“d Mrses means  butcannot be used fo':‘g::iurposes,
- ister for H ) Al and patient care will X ¢ patient pur-
Wayne Berry, over the H?a]tht_ﬁ suffer, with the potential for da:-.. a‘];?;n"* notional beds are not
Budget blow qut, BETOUS errors, leys D:"‘usehj i with casualty tro)-
“We ha which patients wai
ing fewer peogiee nystemsee.  Notional Beds 1% in hospial comidors.
less oreomierwith fewerbeds  ne oo Humphrey would h ri; o
My lz_’ry":‘;!‘; ﬁl:!s*&"shesaid cratese 1o Mm"‘e?o‘chmoéubmau- proud to have thought ;"";us iy
ues to blam is is th . one,
o ot promcid $7 i Sl of s sl bd. A v the ACT iy i s g &
4 1 Seems to be 3 ! A arce i
 floctors’ digpu A the = mama L LIT0E which our public hospital? "
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droe Strikes WVH

lead to a Teduction in servi
The reduction in beds ha?g;{;:s
to a blow out in waiting lists, in.
Creased waiting times in the er:mr\-
gency department,
stress on all staff gnd
._1tr<'_ss is transmitted to
in (::anll’erra, " says Dr
Thishas led to a loss of public

confidence in th 7
he says. e health systern,

incwasing
finally the

- ncy.
The recently released inaug

inta the health s stem

fully evaluated m}rsee if 3[1:;1:::
can be made, but

numbers from

ly counter pro.

e says Dr Hurwitz,

+ 1S amazing that the doctors

re still being blamed for both the

ting lists, because

. A ) .
out in the budget because of ‘;Unﬂf’lal‘wng[ beds, just waiting to be counted

feosminder.aiin |

Dr Alastair Taylor Plastic Surgeon, is looking for GP with
specialist training (or willingness to undertake specialist
training) to join his team.

Working as a member of The CAPS Clinic team in a
comprehensive unit incorporating both monitoring and
management of skin cancers, the successful applicant will
enjoy working independently, with the convenience of a fully
professional support team and accredited hospital facility.

For more information please call Cheryl Taylor on
(02) 62821177 or email cheryl@capsclinic.com.au

October 2013

Tax, Accounting
& Business Services

Bonsella Business
Solutions specialises in
tax planning & effective
business structuring for
medical and healthcare
professionals.

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE:
¢ Tax Return preparation

¢ Financial Reporting

* BAS preparation

¢ Self Managed Super Funds
e Company / Trust set-ups

02 6257 4144

www.bonsella.com.au
Ethos House, 28 Ainslie Pl, Canberra City

ESS SOIUMONS
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Numbers Overrun GP Training Positions

Table
consultants s Number of Places
. 3 the release of the cc Aay mber of Application
General Practice the Government is telling the by into the alternatives to the | giatq - 88 110
P how far. RACGP training program. 1
Tralnlng M‘I:diver trust a Government i Tralniﬂﬂ NSW 122 g‘;
strictions on the ¢ with long meme- A lternative Victoria pr>
B lacements ingeneral P e ecall aMinister foc Health Program South Quieensland 4 %
practice training are ";“;En“n‘f; quelling a RMOs elonldbe  The UK consultants recom- | vl SUCCTClny 86 30
e ; ise that there would alternative fraining Pro- | o s aapralia 68
year, with 575 applican the promise mend an . has 12
itions. ) i laces. consideration South Australia 4
mTM‘:;l:m’-‘“' nately ane third - no mws;nmpﬁ't from the Gov- grmmp}:rn;i:h;whe&mrﬁ\eiunﬂw S 1
miss

of applicants are going to

out. Last intake there were 511 ernment is 0!\1} as SWd as the

to the
c ing will come from cuts

¢ opnst of his or her
Minister's memory

existing RACGP training pro

L

1 : thatover 3 :
gppﬁc&hﬂﬂ&mw ill be time in the job. gram.
ome ti af spplicstions il Part Time
Fingers in epenioeons | Q F ERIDA
the Pie » Estsblish & Mmmh to S
is a small ing that for new am, part Gt S Pt S
In the budget papers the training progr:

schedule that behoves wide dis-
mssiol-;fwithin the profession and
i GP trainees.
pamﬂf;\r the Department of
Health is now specifying :231;
the money is to be spent an or
it is to be spent and is writing the
syllabus. )

enough for GP land.

Syllabus - @
» Develop a strategy to provide
D e

tal health for all trainees mth;
in the broader framework o
the training program.-

« Implement a strategy to pro-
= E appropriate training in
Aboriginal and Torres Strait

“fslander health for all train-
ees within the broader frame-
work of the training program.
The implication is that the pri-

orities for training are no longer

time
jal interest or take any bm °
mdimverymrs;;wseurmﬂ

i and
may wish to combine career
p y‘ly, well they can go away and
procreate.

time training is only granted
to those trainees who cannn:
reasonably undertake ful
time training. .

If you want to train for any

tough. You are not good,

'As for women doctors, who

Define
Areas -
» Define, nominate or map ar
Ia):ofn:'edicaldisndunugea?-
cluding an agreed number in
urban areas. 7
No other group 1 know ;&E
our community is required ik
national service as part of
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Access
Denied and
Inequity Rules

A young woman suffering from a
particularly painful attack of, gen-
ital herpes consulted a locum on
a Saturday,

i The locum did not have an Au-
) | thority prescription pad available
3 and attempted to arrange an ur-

ACT School

i i e ol 2
5 @ ,l’

@

I
i
t
i
|

gent authority for Zovirax, A
’ ining. . h all to the “hotline”
decided by the trainees and the G2PRE O nominate GP F e Iﬁ;ﬂ':m thatwithry
RACGP but by government i trainees to work in specified areas script number there can be no ac-
peratives and the 80“'9_‘“2‘1:‘155:: of disadvantage smacks °nhecalﬁ cess to the computer.
sponse to what ever is Soviet Lenninist line, and w'; ir Alas, it did not matter to the
vour of the month. ubjects will know how wonderfully thei computer acolyte that the patient
Every year new subjec Health system works. thas23 was in considerable distress, and
be added. . Aum&lh““s?“‘{f:z‘,y clear Back row from left: Rob Morrow, Fadil Earally, Philip Ewart, Nick Adams, Nick Georges, Daniel Priest, David McKeag, Buddhima  the locumy workload was such
Rationing of P“aga%hs “;afktj:;fneeﬁ will now Lakuge, Daniel Bonner, Marius= Gajewski. Front rotw from left: Wiil Stevenson, Johanna Kuchel, Philip Healey, Executive Officer that he was unlikely to be able to
Numbers f_jmfm _‘;fs,.u L ic fiat, Leigh Watson, Professor Gatenby, Executive Assistant § ftyn Gl Michael Reade, Ruth Pryxchodska and Teng Teng Chung, ~ Teturntogeta pad “ﬁf;: late that
# Limit the ber of tras s Wiﬂ\m :“fe\:f years the dead Absent was [eannie Yoo. eve%ugg;; iﬂ;ﬁm u\:isﬁﬂﬂﬁ
and re-entrants to the training hand of bureaucracy will have The first group of final year med. Surgery and Johanna Kuchel the Indeed a few were as good (es- paediatric students two weeks as ter’s acolyte was complete 'mg-g.
program in 1966 to 400. | The encrusted the Training Program. ical students attached to the Can- Sydney B Clipsham Prize for best pecially on the short case seg- a unit attachment. This is in addi-  ference,
That is it boys and girls! and The picture s fu onfused berra Clinical Schoal have com.- oplion term report, ments)asanystudentsarmi.sslage tion to the small groups of fifth Why notallocate anumber and
ladders age being pulled up pleted their studies, In addition, one of the two ex- Thaveever encountered. This must year obstetrics and gynaecology e complete the paperwork lat-
Professor Paul Gatenby, the ternal examiners from the Univer-  be a credit to their teachers, .~ students who will continue to un- er? - NOT possible. The computer
School’s Associate Dean, reports - sity of Sydney who assisted with Six of the seventeen graduat-  dertake ten week rotations in Can- does not do this,
3 that all seventeen students have the clinical examination in Can- ing students have applied for jn- berra next year. The unfortunate woman did
/ passed their examinations, sever- berra,AssocjaleI’rofessorhﬁchaei ternships at Woden Valley Hospi- rGatenby said that the not hayzemaghmmy(opayfor
= al _h_a\l{ing received credit or dis- Field, based at Concord Hospital, tal, and a group of about thirty  success of the School’s first aca- a private script,
 letion” status in either or both has written the following: “I was final year students are expectedto  demic year was partly due to the An argument with the super-
‘edicine and Surger)-, and two delighted at the generally very come to Canberra in 1996, The effortsof the students themselves, visor produced the same cold re-
3 | sudents have received University high standard of clinjca] skills  range of fifth year subjects willbe  but that the support and goodwill sponse. No number, nio seript,
of Sydney prizes - Michael Reade  which most of the students dis- expanded in 1996 as well, with  from a)l quarters of the ACT med- '[ho'sewhg nwl’pa!ienlsp nluh—
el : : the Hinder Memorial Prize for played. geriatric medicine stud pend-  ical fr. ity had been a SIgNIfi-  er than computers will be awage
\§ . ! : ing & four week term here, and cant contributing factor. thata12to 14 hour delay in initiat-
ey e

Further information on the benefits of membership .
can be found at ww.ama.com.au and vyww.ama-act.con(;.a
or by phoning the AMA ACT secretariat on 6270 541

In an historic win for GPs, the
AMA has negotiated 2 draft pack-
age with the Minister for Veter.
ans” Affairs Mr Con Sciacea, to
increase LMO fees,

The p awaits ratifica-
tionby the AMA Council at time of
Boing to print.

new scheme will comeinto

effect on the First cf]anuar}r 1996,

and all those current LMOs willbe

automatically eligible for the
eme, -

The essential elements of the
package are an increase in remu-
neration fora revamped LMO 5ys-
tem incorporating improvements
for both the LMOs and the Depart-
ment to advantage of veterans,

The new fees for Surgery con-
sultations are;
* Level A consultation moiety
from 60 cents 10 $1.10
* Level B consultation moiety
00

* Level D consultation moiety
from 60 cents to $7.90

Hospital consultations wil be
rebated at 100% of the Medicare
Benefits Schedule rate,

All other consultations wi]
have a flat moiety of $3.00 for Jey-
elsBCand D a;?t'

" faatlayel A
g lhegaftp, i

(ACT) LIMITED

New LMO Scheme

2 new fee for an Annual Health
Care Plan at $108.20, This firmly
positions GPs as the care coordi-
nators for veterans. The plan will
be done for Veterans with com-
ptuxhealthpmblemonanannual
basis and the format is to be
warked outby the Departmentand
the AMA,

LMOs will be required to par-
ticipate in training courses de-
signed by the DVA in consultation
with the LMO registration com-
mittee at least ance each trienni-
um,

Training courses will cover the
special needs of aged veterans,
younger veterans repatriation ad-
ministration issues and develop-
ment of annual health plans in-
dudingbeslpractirepbnsfurcum-
mon chronic conditions, The De-
partment will consider Ppaying an
allowance to remote LMOs attend-

from 60 cents to §3, ing courses,
* Level C consultation maiety All current LMOs will be sent
from 60 cents to $5.35

notification in December and will
have 28 days to Teply as to wheth-
er they wish to participate in the
new scheme, Those who treat Vet.
erans but are not on the Depart-
ment’s register will be eligible for
the Medicare rebate plus 60 cents,

The new fees will be effective
from 1 January 1996,

Ing treatment is not a gpod thing,
The Approved Product Informa-
tion states “The duration of viral
shedding is reduced very signifi-
cantly; the duration of pain and
time to heal are also reduced, The
promptness of initiation of thera-
PY may influence the degree of
benefit of therapy.”

The computer flunkey on the
end of the phone said that the hot-
line was available 24 hours a day,
Why should a woman spend all
day in pain and then drive around
after midnight looking fora chem-
ist when she initially presented at
10 am?

Where is the access and e ity
inasystem that is built for its own
ends and not the care of the womn-
an in significant distress?

The other question is - where
are all the consumer rights groups
and activists when this appalling
humaucraticcruelty can be inflict-
ed on a young woman?

But who cares anyway? It was
only a woman in Pain, not some-

thing important like a computer.

Please note
all classifieds
are on page 15

(inside back page)
in this issue.
vy
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YOU need the AMA
and it needs YOU!

Not only is it the right time to join the AMA,
but new members get a “try before you
buy” option to 31 December. (*Conditions apply).
For further information contact

Sue Massey on 6270 5410 or email
membership@ama-act.com.au
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Imagine a
bank that
thinks like you

Not as unthinkable as you may think

Why Is it that, whansver you talk to a bank, it feals like somathing is lost
in translation? We undarstand your frusiration - at Investsc, we look at
thet wenidd Tram your peint of view,

Irvenstag & Ausiralia's ading specialist bank olfening a full range of financial
o pereonal banking, crec cands, homs loans, depasts, fonegn sxchangs
ard musch mor.

Take a look at investec.com.aufmedical or call Lynna Kelly on
0420 970 594 or Michelle Gianfarrari ¢n 0414 475 012

E}
Investec

Specialist Bank

Irvestes Bark [Australie) Limited ABN 55 071 292 554, AFSL 234675, Australan Ceedit Lioence Mo, 224875 (nvestec Bank), All Inances i subpwct o our credil assessment critenia. Terms and conditions, ees and charges appéy. infprmation conaned in fhis cocument & genenl in natune and doss nok teke o
SCCOUN your pamsoral Snancial of ineetment needs of croumetinces. We resarve Tha ight 1o ceass clifarng Mess products &1 any lime without notica. Yiou shauld review relevant deciouns L

Equipmant and fit-cut finance | Goodwill funding

Crodit cards | Home loans

documents and obiain ndependent francial and lsgal stvics, &8 spprooiate.

Commercial and property finance | Car finance | SMSF lending and deposits | Transactional banking and owerdralts | Sawings and deposits | Foreign exchange | Comprohansive insurance services

October 2013




We reported on the new academic in
eneral practice (Dr Nick Glasgow); the asth *
birthday of CALMS and the election of Dr

Heather Munro as chair of John James Hospital

\

Board; medical student My Damian Smith’s

prize winning rural medicine attachment

veport; and whether peop le visiting a doctor

should be called “patients”. These are just a
sample of the articles and issues raised
~ during the year.
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Threats and Oppo
Private Hospit

The concept of a new private
hospital on The Canberra Hos-
pital campus moved closer to re-
ality last month with the an-
nouncement that national giant,
Health Care of Australia, have
been chosen as preferred pro-
vider over local developers, The
Hindmarsh Group. Work is
scheduled to begin in May this
year, with completion of the
§25m project expected as early
as mid-1998.

In tendering for the project,
proponents were invited to con-
sider the provision of “a range of
private medical services in the
more complex medical and surgi-
cal fields” according to Mr
Maartin van der Kleij in the Chief
Ministes’s office. Following their
selection as p!eiened provider

Health Care of Australia now has
until April 1o finalise details of
their proposal. “This will be a 3-
month period of further negotia-
Honon exactly what services will
s offered” Mrvan der Kleij said.
" Health Care of Australiais the
largest private health care opera-
tor in Australia, boasting owner-
ship of some 36 private hospitals
throughout Australia. Three of
these sites are co-located with
public hospitals at St George and
the Prince of WalesinSydney and
atthe Royal Melbourne Hospital.
Two more private facilities on
public hospital sites are under
construction in Perth and Armi-
dale.
General Manager and Direc-
tor of Developments, Mr Colin
Ginclair said: “The Canberra ¥ ios-
pital private development will
include 4 fully-equipped operat-
ing theatres, CCU and ICU facili-
ties, an endoscopy suite, onsite
radiology and apathology collec-

tion centre. An additional 10-12

specialist consulting suites will

also be available within the new
hospital complex.” Afullrange of
medical and surgical services

i - x-——-—""-'{l'd

Artist’s imp of the pl
added:”].fthrmisademandﬁ\me v
will be the potential to expand
Jater to include full obstetric fa-
cilities”.

Mr Sinclair said the hospital
would be seeking full accredita-
ton through a strong emphasis
on medical education and aimed
to establish close ties with Syd-
ney University and the Canberra

eloped.

While the new private hospi-
tal is certain to have a major im-
pact on medical practice in the
ACT there has been little consul-
tation with the medical commu-
nity or the general public. Oppo-
sition health spokesman Mr
Wayne Berry has raised strong
objections, saying “the plan will
Clinical School. Mr Sinclair en- involve the withdrawal of public

facilities as more patients are

visaged that responsibility for the

various clinical services in the pushed into the private system”.
private hospital would fall to The concept of a co-located new
“Jual-role directors” who wo hospitalnodoubt appealstoKate
also manage the corresponding Carnell as a means of cutting
public hospital departments. Mr waiting lists and improving the
Sinclair appeared to havenocon- ailing ACT health budget. Cur-
cerns about any possible canflict rently only a small proportion of
of interests in this r-_’gard, saying patients apt for private care
that this arrangement could only within The Canberra Hospital.
benefit patient management as With top class conditions avail-
#common policies” could be de- able in the adjacent private hos-

rtunities as Plans for New
al go Ahead

le -

d private hospital on The Canberra Hosfi!al campus
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power of a large national group,
the new hospital poses a Serious
threat to both the John James
Memorial and Calvary Private
Hospitals. As the total number of
privatebeds availableinthe ACT

- will surely exce‘ed demand w}ﬁn

new hospitalisc issi D K fl
both the existing private facilities mu:.::"ﬂ oatfindng how the A:’fw] ; p
can expect a sharp fall in bed oc- - “Wehad tions worked, said: result there was mind

i " regular “sit - 5aid: - disturbance 1o electiv munimal

cupancy. It is predictable that repsorsitu-  The Canbye o elective sungery at
Health Care of Australia will also v J anberra iad with T
be willing to contract for medical
services with guvemmenl and
private health care funds, further
comp:mnisinstherwnindepend-
ent private hospitals and bring- b
ing managed care to the ACT in
the not too distant future.

Dr Kevin Woods, Deputy
Chajrman of the John James Me-
morial Hospital Board, told Can-
berra Doctor that “the location
confirms potential advantageson
this new hospital. The Manage-
ment of HCOA have also sug-

gested that Managed Care is de-

sirable.

5 *1f the private hospital mar-
ket in Canberra were to be domi-
nated by a conglomerate with
sucha ph.ilusoph)r, there is a real
risk ﬂlatvisitingspecialmswould.
come to be treated as commodi-

i
3 - -
; ' ot A

thebenefitsof privatehealth cover
with consequent savings on the
public side.

ACT Health will also contract visiting specialists do not allow
to provide services to the private John James Memorial Hospital to
haspitalsuchascatering supplies lose support for the sake of short-
and building maintenance. Hi-  term expediency”.
tech clinical resources such as An extended hours GP clinic
nuclear medicine and MRI scans isa further componentof theplan,
may also be sold to the private with the ACT Division of General
hospital, avoiding the need for Practice already having accepted

duplication of such expensive an allocation of space in the new
equipment. Thenewhospitalwill  building. The GP clinic would be
also offer services not currently open until 11pm weekdays with
available, notably the provision limited weekend surgery hours,
of a cardiac surgery unit, ena- Mrﬁnclai!said,emphns'mingmat
bling Kate Carnell to fulfil her this would be anemergency serv-
promise without actually spend-
ing the $2.7m parmarked from
ﬂ\epub]icpursemthelastbudget.

With the inherent advantages
of a co-located site backed by the

ties.
“[ believe that it is vital that
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Doctors’ Health Advisory Service (ACT)

Here for you and your needs
The DHAS (ACT) provides peer support for you and your family.

The DHAS (ACT) provides a protective environment of anonymity, cultural sensitivity, confidentiality and discretion. There is no charge for using the DHAS (ACT).

The DHAS (AC'I? is a group of experienced Canberra-based general practitioners who are committed to providing support to colleagues and their families
experiencing difficult times — which may include:

® a stressful incident e workload concerns ® your career plans

® violence or trauma in your workplace e feelings of stress or inability to cope ® personal issues

e workplace issues such as bullying or e burnout e your well-being
harassment ® your professional life

The DHAS (ACT) can link you with expert services and resources according to your needs.

Privacy and confidentiality are assured.
The DHAS (ACT) is fully supported by, but operates independently of, the AMA (ACT) Ltd as a community service.

DOCTORS’ HEALTH ADVISORY SERVICE (ACT): Your colleague of first contact 0407 265 414 - 24 hours
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system that rations care and
Festricts choice®, Dr Brand
Batd

“Let's hn\-‘rgap insurance

- bl:ll. ot with contracis
Medibank  Private's
scheme Invalves contracting
= that'y the afnuly way the cur
rent legislation allows gap
INEUrance o be made n\-a:ir
able, _Tl.l_.m;‘;;qr:.l the scheme
doesn’t involve contracting

d to  other things, structural reform
B 735 ebich inctsden peoling af health
finances, m primary care boam
approach, a qu.ltu.y improve-
mient approach, evidence based
and o dramatizally improve best practice information, oph-
::n'\munil-.- health u!:n-t m:-l]bn mal slignment of fnancial ||n‘
ing. There is evidence that into- centives with r:pu:la don health
grated appeoaches, partic ularly gainy with all participants be-
thise which maximise the ca- Ing réwarded by etfichency
oacity and competency of pri- l.‘lll‘l'-.!ﬂh‘.‘ﬂ!‘fﬂrpliﬂ]inmlﬂb
:n,-_r.,'h.-a'.th.-,.u:r:,ﬂn resuliin  satbonal ~1ru|.‘run?_, rnpn:lfy [+
the achievement of improved reinvest savings in public and
health putcomes, reduction in community health initiatives

“Coniracting is the high.
way (o hell for patient care”
said Dir Brand. 7
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sgenintives Trom the ACTDGP
and four from ACT Comamunity
Care with 2 community and 2
provider representalives with
four reporting committess =
clinical advisory, community
advisory, financd 2nd auditand
provvlder nety ark. It i ooted
that wpder e pm;w'.snl the
Board members ane “selicted
not “elected” on the basks of
thelr skills, knowodye and ex
perience and the numbers ap-

bank Private, under the Gap-
Cover Inltintive, doctors will
entirely free 1o decide whether
or not o use Gaplover fip
Madibank Private members, u:';
N patient-by-patient basiy,
here doctors use Ga OyeT
sl chargw the Medibank Pyi-
vile Scheduly of Fees, the pa-
tlent can expect (o pay ne ga
Far that medical service, but the
Eilling syster is fexible enough
ty allow for & known p op-

merve b0 & miore formal, sophis-
tented and integrated level of
collaboration with the ential
1o take greater respans bility for

= O Dawid Brawd, Fedival AMA Presidest

car biased towards nan-G L : just becau } tion to be oxvercised
3 i e, oo 4w e 32 oot TG 8 SO0 SER 10 ol paed hat the con will b s s sow g o, SEORS id Gop. | SR .
are listed s the MBS, POS, Pa-  cosks™ . i 4 *gwoership’ simply weang, ool by a major increase in  ment =agrec- Lover was “essentially anew |

tholegy labacatory ACT pri- The proposal providesGov- - pacity o Sxpan gl '%gr M\.‘LE has been lob- their customee bage n charges between billing arrangement. d Health Speai s P

i other key providess ao
stakeholders

o ! Every

cognised doctor in Aus-

tralia H-Hlesplhlndmiﬁing

tights would be invited Lo

provide GapCover to their

sald  Medibank E;',rirue hospital I ]
insured palients,

Medibank Private canmno
Buarantee that doctars wil]
use this billing method with
our members, because it will

roviders which would ha Wi
A implications,
“The Medibank Private ars
fqngmﬂrnf- are based on
Lawrence tontracis®,

Mr O'Diea

The AMA's girate
secure amendments

hased  ermments with an opportunity

Mr Jobn O'Dea, Director
i fund health servioes on A

of the AMas Medical Frac-
tice Department in advising
the Branch of the initiative
#aid that the scheme is simi-
lar ta AXA"y Mediplus Ezy-
claim scheme,

There is an apt in or out
LBpacity an & patient by pa-
tient basis wilf: known £a

MAry <are popil latiom

bying the Federn] ©
{eapitated) payment, primary | Covern-

menl (o secure legislation ta
allow B3P insurance withoul
Coniracs”

The Medibank Privatein
Hative will take effect from |
Movember 1980 and s #xe
- pected to cost up to 53%m
4 over & full year. Mr Burs-

i owes M.l:na_h:in.g Drirector of
4 |I ' lJI
i i . |
! | 1 1 l ‘ ‘ J ﬂ"
ke " hi L ™Y

i o

ave o
sign any form of contract, and
<an decide whether ar J T
use GapCover on a patient-
by-patient basin, We believe it
18 this very freedom of cholee

. apt A

Medibank Private, said in o ¢-§|,:§,°f HHO0 to $800 per | =0 that with tead-| B entirely up to each indi-
media relesse announcine fas g:llmt-n:\,thm can vidual doctor 1o decide whet-
detsils of the scherme '.h;: i 'J.Il:h" notification wo | anformed BS approved he or not to use Ga Lover
Medibank Private woyld be ntion w, [ivale af an in- |Scheous, Doctors do not

tention po charge & known
COpayment is necossary. iy
unclear how the y
tpisode gap will

monitoring the impact o
gl af
(.Il-IFILD'.-'t'r'! miménuinn
very carefully, but he anticy.

“There is & national Medi
bank Private Schedule of Fw:

Jmuh'r' per  Thy
work as it 1 i schedule is set 30 a3 1.0

Qantas Club membership rates

Orthopaedics ACT

Dr Alexander W Burns
MB BS, FRACS(Orth)

Orthopaedic Surgeon

for AMA members

QANTAS

Dr Burns specialises in orthopaedic and
trauma surgery, primary and revision joint
replacement, reconstruction of the hip and
knee joints, sports injuries and arthroscopy
of either the hip and knee joints.

Joining Fee: $230 (save $140)
1 Year Membership: $372 (save $113)
2 Year Membership: $660.30 (save $214.69)

(all rates are inclusive of GST)

Dr M Tsai

Dr D Smith

Dr C Roberts
Prof P Smith

Dr G Kulisiewicz
Dr P Aubin

Dr Burns is one of the few Australian
surgeons to have trained overseas to refine . .
his hip arthroscopy techniques. For further information or an
application form please contact the
AMA ACT secretariat on 6270 5410
or download the application from the
Members’ Only section of the AMA

ACT website: www.ama-act.com.au

To renew your Qantas Club Corporate Membership
contact the secretariat to obtain the AMA
corporate scheme number.

For new memberships download the application
from the Members’ Only section of the AMA ACT
website: www.ama-act.com.au

Suite 2,
Ground Floaor,
19-23 Moo
Turner AC

P: 02 6221 9323
E: aburns.admin@orthoACT.com.au

www.orthoACT.com.au
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ital swmomil
wnl
&:urmﬁmnmm MTI::II:
istex, Michael Moore and AI
AMA President, Bob Allan

1 reprEse ¥ :
of lfhl:r pfﬂf"'lll'ﬂlih. hopliz

1
rr:-pm'hha‘nswkltlngh-bewhvd
and you know where qur sys-
% 1gma can be improved. The hos-
plluIul'-llll'.elmills.wr:-r:.?:::

bu- ¢ warkplaces, they
m-“.wmnl& m:::::":ﬁt e l-‘..:::u:."II..nd.u..‘Ehnihu-r,l.wznlm
“‘“u;:;u: Inds undenstand systematic problimns

It works
o bonow whare
.fm you kmow whese there

and delivery of
health care o Ilt‘l:-
nbema popu

ﬁjmhnamrd:rlo-
rum o identify is
sues of m;nnm .II:':I
onsider salu-
tl’!nnl:t The merting
was facilitaled by
Ms Carla Cranney
and her s on
of the Summit is in-
cluded inthisrepot.

President, Dr
Bobk Allan indi-
cated eacly in his
presidency that he
woruld target has-
pital funding as
pricrity isue and
untdpcbuclwm
he regarded oft
woted statemisnt

tmlcu:h:n‘*'ﬂ"’ oVers

Bal wa e

EIJ::EI::T a5 a myth. He waa

I i
heapital had besn inapprop
.1lrlf’hmci1mn&r:.‘la theere-
fore underfunded

ACT AMA

) S
convinced, he said. that the

Michael

Health Minister, Michas .
ihnmmqm-.mm.-mlmm..ﬁ
aat “thee state af the health system
hay been one of the rr.aur_un:ni-:
tant and ot dmes mlln*ru-wl e
while the arganisations mr]:a.:h

swes [acing the Termtory ..
\-iduﬂhpbrﬂ'd}mrlﬁﬁ'l

hold quate different virws qbwt
e borry issuses and prodbems fac
Ing the Territory , we all -!r.uctf
cxmrmon concern for jts welian:

¢, Dir Had Allan

d ensane
in your workplaces an :
rh:‘r wous have the best oppartl

Let's
1y b e abrke (o flx rru-m: ,
E;:TL at better coovdination be

B Fsalie ¥ - PW_
fwreen bed ohanagermenil, el :&Hmﬂmkhmwr"ﬂmw

utilisation and adoissiong .. 008

and service benchmarking ..
workforee jssues .. p-atrhasu;gl
and integrating care scross

widers

s : idthat i
b Avcorss Boonoimics sai
:I‘!::Summd Territoriss do not [1'

sl
o fumds wethstrevgs .
|‘l e Australian ”"I‘“:-:\-Cég:lt:
Agreements impose man)

ga

My Rager Kilham, economist

have 8o many degrees of fmr-_ L':Ep:
ditn in health policy. Thee orvver o
all health iy framanwork |: ;
set by the Federal f}am-nwnr_al |
Hoxpital grantd are spec Ir..:.:llml |

Hiors om the States and Tierrite-
s There isa struggle bor cone

wrol of the public hospital agenda

4 "
ecanise thve Federal Lovernimes

ot i abirat half the money but
wanis all the say
id that {hae
My Killham said Ih-:
ja subatantal evidence .hwh:
Canbherrn Hospital 18 uﬁr}
flve. Any examinatson = i
fovites the laying ol'_hldnr
cather than looking fasa
tion. In sumsmary, he 4 ey
ACT systemn b ovennas o
lacks seale economies, ha
been less aggressive in -:ns,:
shifting, ies very Inigh Lt:m
munity & tiomes and has
wm pay ACT wage rales =
Australs
r AJlan sakd thatall ;
ungubh:m:\iu'lah-d been -.m.j
derhamdied bor many yodes, &
that Canberra's had nol been ea-
ampt He said he belisved that
fhaere was evidence at the in
pacticular thatacrisss was .::rl.ﬂ:_r
Th symMpIaDS Wike

I "
roblems with
IH: :‘:ﬁ?—t:;:’ [‘:ﬁlﬂ'runding
Jdl-hm exacerhated h;' unnﬂlcz
estimation of the compl .:-.]“ ¢
work [Casemis), inadeguat

The Minister said he was
reot comvinced that the l‘rPlpI-
ta) Funding levels were nap-

ropriate, but mr.nfqu:led (]
ﬁm‘ing a comprehensive
analysis undertaken of the
coats nssocinted with the TCH

cross border payments, and e
duced non-gavernment rev
enues. 25% of the haspiml suuw
patients come from qm-ppu:
and thery tend bo have more o
e bt lasuses. Privize mnﬂ:
ance/DVA incame has been

Summit H¢
Health Minister and

o i
¥4

ELE]

~ August 2000 L

anberra Doctor

A newspaper for all Doctors in the Canberra region

Print Post Approved PP 299436/00041

Best AMA Branch Publication 1998

Seplember 2000

Fraud and The

One af the most alarming
trends the Associsliom has
been maticing in recent years
Is the lncrease in the amount
of theft and fraud which is
eccurming by employees and
external sources in medical
practice,

The vast majority ol em-
ployecs are scrupuiously hon
est and essential 1o the run
ning of your practice. How-
ever, it soems that even the
most trusted employee could
be ripping you off, sometimes
for hundreds of thousands of
dollars

The best way to aveid be-
toming a victim of thefi or
fraud is to be aware of what is
h.‘lppc'll.lut'_' in your Practice

The following article s de-
sageed o HApfave your e
L].Er!nllﬂdlﬂﬁ of how thefi/
fraud can ocevr and some sim-
Ele miratégies (o Prevent i

sppeaing to you.

Thnne&mu-mlmberniway:
in which thelt or fraud 511
Becur v your Practice, The
following aeo some of thir nost
M-

* simple cesh theit fe.g.
maoney réceived by the
Practice Is not banked: pa-
Hents are charged an addj-
tenal fee and given s re-
ceptwhich does nat match
the copy retained by the
Practice}

* Medicare fraud {e.8. wm-
ployee provides redeipty
Torservices which WEre pot
performed by the Practice)

* Fraud by an external party
[#.g. Practice being sent an
myoice for goods or sery-
lces they did not order og
receive)

= Time and wages fraud (e.g-
employee clalms to work
additional hours to receive

ovierlime)

The Fraud Susplclon
Checklist
While fraud comes in all
a..h.lpn.'-.i and wsizes, thepe are
Bame common features that
we wuggest shoold st in-
Creasing your index of suspi-
cipn. [t s impartant to nole
that if your practice has a
rumber {f these fentures |t
daes Aol mean that thely s
eccurning. [t smply means
youneed (o review the Qpera-
Hnn;.niynmprwti"r carefully
and may indicate thal new
cath handling protocols are
required. Remember - befare
aivusing any employes CON-
TACT THE AMA.

* Vou feel thet you are work-
ing hardier and harder and
earning less and less (this
may be caused by continu-
Ing to bull bill patients!)

* ¥ou have an employee wha
rarely takes leave and ob-
jects when forced to do 50

= Wiou have an employee who
refuses o allow other om-

plnrm to take over finan-
clali/cash management
tasks
* There is little or no recond
of transaction reconsilia-
fiom nccurring
* When the employee does
fake leave (il they do sver
do) there seems to be more
maoney hanked
* Thure appuear to be & s
rumber of ercors in the f5-
rancial records.  This js
most prevalent in compu-
ter syslemy if you have a
large nomber of reversal
transactions

* You have no audit mecha-
nisms i place

= Youi have s Jar Aroduntof
outstanding debe

* Time and wages recards
are incorvect or not kept
This list is not exhaustive.

You may find that al) of thess

G

things are hap ning in youwr
Frl:ll:i. Similarly, you may
ind none of the above oceyr-
ring and still be on the receiy-
ing end of theft. In any case
ticl lnghlru,r of tha boxes indi-
cates that there are [ssues in
Your practice that need 1o be
examined.

Preventing Fraud/

Thett in your Practice

It ks not possible to com-
pletely safeguard the Prac-
Hce's assets, however, there
are some things which every
Practice should do io protect
thamselves a5 much as Possle
ble. 1t is impartant to note
that thess saleguards do not
mean thai the practice does
not trust the smployess. Thay
are as much for the protectian
af ethical employees as they
are for the practice

* Ensuce § b all vmployees,
even the most trusted and
senlor employees, have
some level of Supervision
ar sccountability;

* Check to ensure that em
Ployews are not miraly
counting money. They
must pertorm an appropri-
ate reconciliation with ench
banking:

* Bank regularly snd start
and close the system at the
fame time. 1f banking is
dene every fow days and
at different times it is diffi-
cult bo reconcile the bank-
g o the day's transae.
Hons. ld.i.illy; g l}qnhnﬁ
should close, for example,
at .‘l.ﬂﬂpm. Th.un-l'ore,
money is balanced from
3.00pm o J00pa the nexi
day;

* Most computerised By
bumms have s feahure that can
be activated 1o require e
Ployees to jdensi ¥ thetn-
telves when 4.'hdﬁ‘t; A

alss possible to roquest
that & resson s glven. You
should have this feature
achivated on yoar system,
Do not purchase compuler
systeems withouwt thiy faci].
iny

* Ensure that you have o
clear u'nd.ﬂ:t.md-ms; of
how your system works
and the mala features

* When purchasing a com-
puler sysiem check for
identification features and
ensure that s i1 is nor o=
sible to change information
without it showing up on
the system at some Flage

= Tf possible, conslder hav
ing stafl bog in to allow Yo
te identily the wier of the
computer.

* Implement a sysiem of au-
dit trails in the Practics, A
simple audit trail can be
to, select patlent at ran-
dom fram the appointmens
bk, Ask the employes to
provide you with all of the
documentation relating o
that consulfation, e tha
feceipl issued, or Medicane
voucher, the entry inlo the
dally ledger or balance
sheel whon the maney was
reconciled and finally, the
bank statement showing
the money being placed in
the bank:

Audit brails should be con-
ducted lmqulnllr at random
titnes throughour the year.

Audlt tmThran hrlp o ol
nr-:':-' detect or prevent fraud
and thelt, they can also be a
way of examining your s
bernand determining there are
better ways af doing things tn
the Praceice,

* Haveclearand comprehn-
sive policles for the man.
agement ol money and the

yment of accounis

2t ﬁ[!empln}-ul knoaw, In
a policy docyment or prac-

Are you are a doctor looking for a change in career, in either the
clinical or non-clinical setting?

: : .
Not sure where to start and how your current skill set will apply?

. : o
Consultant via the online feedback form at: . - 84196
ﬁ?t?ﬁ?/cégr?e%rrsAgﬂrﬁ:acigerﬁgu by email at: careers@ama.com.au or by phoning our hotline: 1300 8

October 2013

ft in Medical Practices

tice manual, that thefi or
fravd on any level Is not
tlerated by the Practice
and will, il proven, result
inv instant dismizsal,

= Hawve clear and comprehens
sive time and wages
recands The records
should vet oul the starting
and finkehing times for sta
and the amounts of money
they have been paid. It is
much easier to sev if addj-
tional hours are being
claimed if starting and fin-
ishing times are tﬁ-.lwn b
cause you will ﬂ-:nrra.ljy s
call the time the employes
left, ewen if you may nnt he
sure how many hivurs they
have worked, Check
record§ rc—sullrl:.'.

* Minimise the amount of
cash in the practice by hav-
ing creditcard and EFTPOS
facilities and paying stalf
by cheque ar prefera Iy by
electronic funds fransfer

* If you have an emphoyes
whe prepares cheques for
Four 'ﬂsﬂﬁhr“? ke sune
that they provide you with
the information about the
payment that (s being
made. Thismay be L'h!l‘i.Lt
the summary from the
wages records or whatever
infarmation you reguine to
\;:ril'_v the Payment,

* Krep company documents
such as Article of Assacis-
bon, Certificates of Busi-
news Mame R!Ehsluhn:m.
aignatures eic in a Moure
Place. We have seen cases

olemployess setling up ad
dittonal accounts in fhe
rurrlce name using these
e

= Contact the Association ji
you have any concerns

Continued
on Puga 3




iy

wspaper tor a

V-~
=
=
=
=
=
E
3
z

-
W,

-
=
=
=
%
7

Canberra Doctor

Il Doctors in the Ganbeart

Best AMA Branch Publication 1998

tothe =zall” by LIME,
mmpmﬂbu.ilyd anerivuasly
depleted VMO wao tkiorce,
Health Minister,

1
Print Post Approved PP 200436/0004

Indemnity Crisis

ity p
lops VMO indemn
AMAJ/ACT Health d::; 'cg,‘“;“, o

.::f"..mmn doctor s covered

=

Michael

¢ claim arising out of care
Tow any hﬂ\:;'*‘ me

a reguon
February 2001
! am
ackage
mpiraulmxmhyludm
. ’ lhnytumm:mmmmﬂ“’-
adminul;.:‘l‘lun ::“ég;ﬂui

|hz: 3 wmmwmh:'
ons has mmuh""?hmlh '
members to meet claims porise,

“Canberra Doctor”

wins Best

AMA State

pubﬁcaﬁon

and :hcpﬂi-mbsudhnhzj
scroas all doctors stnried o > |
duce, with individual W\!;):
um:\nmh&mmlﬂ -
Huorwever, coenpetithon for muruul
fera between Uhe MDOs med
that the underhmding q«.;ﬁ?mi‘
¢ fully addressed.
1\l':"-m{':ur-vr.u'lm.l m:hh is thumhn::
Indemnity Review toak .n:sdh\
lu&.ltri'mmbp Lndq.trr}mﬂm
15464, its actuaries extimal .
the imdustry had unfunded
abilities of t S2500

Addressing Industry

1998, 2007 & 2071

ﬂAhhﬂ'd!ﬁ.lmfﬁdﬂ' whese i

=i * i that
e tiroal-|  cases, MDOs have refused toac-  for the TAE 0 up side. Is

kg, ot for public "‘:I'Ir'.,:,,, P ;p{"’m, claimas made aftes the thae ;,;,pinpwmmtoﬁm gave
eerst oy thee Govermr 8| estate of & doctor i lll\ll\l!"-';‘ i Freamyy yenTa betwesn know
nhu-huﬂhm‘““n' Eft|  This has had a bad outcone ing af the claim and having o
feryber selection process S fh injuned patient, bt no effect pay i, and this allowsd them
the best privabe prackios nsus- dpctor or his ac codlect enough new
sor prodict o meet doctont’|  ony m:wmnghmily. Vi X

tl‘mni! hn_:}l.ll MO enerally

henever that clabm is
Moone, applied T‘;ﬁmﬂ hf::’:'. hesteticaly Vet 359
o dmlﬂrh:d?‘“'hf' il . and patients. "
14 eover the pablic and pri- o el for MDOs t0 #35-
wronid ¢ MOs land i ciffiexd ;
vate practices of VMO ‘mmmmmm:“*'ﬂ‘
| ialistsl, b i
"hmmi.g‘mr“ ch President, Dr 'M%Mm.:ﬁr‘cﬁ e
| g i Taised the issue of e later and where potential
| VMOindemnity with the Minie- for the claim is not known about
' ter In ﬁm-’-’ﬁbﬂ which A e ol bt vt Mr Michsel Moare
s repuled inanger uncertaiaty e calked  IBNR chaimms. Souaé- framn they had collected
and the reality of corsiderable  p_ gy Allan ceseciff ol all the lb*r‘ﬂ'ﬂﬂ"“““‘ v b the
fimancial impost. deniBob [BNRs is called “the tail™. . stry
“I?:ﬁcgt:ﬂf:w Oiiicee cal |nd:::llﬂ‘f himi:d:r‘o:ﬂ.ﬁ “m until the ltggh the fre-
.:'h._-iu;nr Brill and “b"mm;:: Med| - m:,hmﬁﬂ:;rmw q":‘-z’. dlhﬁpﬂmiﬂwtd""
- m{hﬂt‘-l:-l’ﬂl-dﬂ, v Foote: ﬁl‘l“'ﬂ‘“““’_ sector omersean T L rarhand
hil Mutton) had crsis mestin Traditionally medical fn- ﬂ D e an Average of 34 bom |
with the Minister for = dempity in Austialia was pro G cenan Incidentocour- :“b’ .
*wlmpﬁ"ammm:. uambynm':kﬂd!m“fm Im! and & claim being lodged. ol N
] CEO, ¥ 2 (O], momme &
. following  sarions : -~ ]
dinkely FWL::_,{:-_\.}‘ pesiod.  wene based in Lmd::‘.‘u;:nu:-: ACT Branch P":MH:“:; q_'-lm T‘?E
the Christa sttt They are genecally | Dr Bob Allan said that he | 159 e
poa) ERnImE NEACEGE &
. - of e 1 ! u mi i 5 i [ =
oty o ACT Deprtment| _they ace owoed by theie mern ::armemm“’“w: e ==
of Hiealth ndvised “in recopni-{  bers. not nsgrance cam- | cermed to mni‘rtdn of the ]
g iCar| peves ecaae by v (o3 0 IS7E 7
facedboy il dﬂtﬂin;‘w ﬁmhr <m|=":h;u: :Dctnr's ’:':.J-’ac'r. g.- g
berra's publis et AL Coverage
ing masdicl _||'|.||-1!":-|.:' 'l':.::; I m‘; m1 ol indbemnity Eabil Them isalsoa Mfwnﬂl?}' long ﬁ
Government has Se ?f_;.hlw at the discretion of the ! pra ol‘umbtlhmﬂ'-"-“rkll:
T s i vmhmmnumhum; Eﬂ:’;‘m;eg and paid. The
e e dactoes to negotiate 8| e security fordodtors, dawn, saw. for t
ard L‘-lE‘E-:l h"fc’m":p beon few examples where cover these delays is that thry T‘_
e &:lm.u:p_ll ane coverage mbﬁnmﬁuﬂﬂfm'ﬁ“';“m sure (mlhﬂsw“h“::niu:;,
P eintyjor doctars: whichsbilis Exceptions b thal ha have collected enough p
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PAPA WHISKY’S RESORT REPORT

Monday 4 June 2001, Day 4 in-
couniry. 'E'Il.gnewnal!llltuin
this evening, refurning rela-
Hve huemidity o 85%+ on o
temp af 32 deg C. Gotta love
this place - The Nal Cap in late

Autumn it is nott ls0 cause some excilement fon

emnecesssrily bo use headlights
at night nor for pedestrians o
walk [acing oncoming traftic.
The peoply sitting on side of
mad - {not verges. which basi-
cally donot exist) side of ROAD

pected o atay. Their cabins
are about one third the size of
mine, and do not have
ensuiles. Their only real im-
provement is swivelling read-
ing lamps by the bed over
fold-out desks. On balance, 1

adapt an unlikely yoga pose, sramge - | amy discovering some

hold my knees up under my
ehin, or sit with miy leel ln (e
epen doorframe. There |s a
finy wash basin and & shogt,

narrow but deepish bath with

exotic REALLY HOT chili sauces
- o quite baral: Black and Gold
tomato sauce and UHT milk fea-
ture prominenily. | guess the UN
bety relevany Supply contracts alj

'!‘hhgrdl}' the RAAFS cur-
| rent Asromvedical Evacuation
Cpecations Officer in east
Timae, Wing Commander Mike
O'Donoghue, and 1 spent part
of our weekly day off driving
into the mountaing behind Dilf
We visited the Australian S0l
diers"WW ITwmemorial and then
wenit up fo about 2,000 i alii-
tude for a photo opperiunity,
loaking back towards Difi. Mot
likely to show much as there is

the tyro drives, particalarly
when dealing with a sulky, In-
dian-built, underpowered
manual 4 oyl diesel turbo $X4!

know that | am fortunate 1o be
where [ am. The trick is to
turn off alr conditloner abour

removable sprayhead on flex-
ible hose. 1 should photograph
the set-up &s a better means of

portraying its challenges

And 1 will say nothing st all
sbout the state of the roads.
In1erﬂ.tlng disease vectar
pmlrminau:umpnmnr
miice, cots and dogs afi aver
Cmce wa can catch at least some
of thum, | guess we will prob-
ably have tn leed them fo the

generally a persistent \ropical
haze thrgughoul the day,
Adfter that. Mike gt involved

Capital Specialist Centre

[ i i Ave, Barton
Part fime sessions available at 3'Sydney ,
with full secretarial & typing support.

[ d surgical

e currently cater for both medpal an .

svp;/eciolis’rs, oynd are co-located with the busy muilti
doctor Barton General Practice.

A very cost effective solution without the office
management concerns.
Phone 6253 3399

N armanging two Aesomedical
evacuation missians for injured
UN civillan stalf, 50 we weni
back fa the L Military Hoapi-
tal for sevreal hours i sore all
that our

Oneof the casualties was ]
A young man who belisoed
he could opurate s motor
bike and sarvive i boccal
Iratfic. That is quite & feal,
a3 there is no local radition

of driver, rider education,
nor

uirement  for
Lﬁumn:'i\n-g-lfmun ]
afford wheels - GO PORTT) |

Anyway, having obiained
my own UM Licence, last night |
drove the 7 kmorsoback to our
lires i.n‘Cm-ccdl]eAllgy‘ From
the UN Military Huospiltal
Around 2200 hes, just for the
experience. My only close call
was wlth asmall pig which trisd
hia/her best o kamikaze by
runcdng oot bn front of me
marmowly avoided

S0 far as locals Bo, there i
likewise no vradithen for drly-

™

crogodile’s

My other excitement
Feslorday

iring
] mznism cistern with
string, and firting & bor-
1 mw:dmuzﬂ.eduuuromr
| bed. ] now have to comwd iy
| nwr!hrfgqlhz,hwhrins
| & gymnastic skill fevel of
sbout 3.8, then turn and zip
| it closed. But it Bives mw
| more foom than the nes |
used praviously... just wish
lhl.:tm-w.ll.hllid;n.mu

Phote by Wing
HQ PEF, Dili.

& half to one hour befare rig.
Ing for moming shower - that

] lhmmmdapmh;-l

Our roema/cabing at HQ
F:Mt‘kﬂ.-pdns Force are not toa
bad, th,g'up.im]}'!qmpprd
One shock o the system |s the
complete absence of piped hae
walkr It surprises me thal no
©ne 50 far bas et up a bank of
solar panels to heaf the waler
| guess ather things have higher
priority. as these (s sumly no
shortage of sunbight.

While Iwas ot the DB M-
tary Hospital yeaterday 1
chreked out the dccommoda-
ton there, v.-herrAl had gx-

—— =

N

way the shock of the cold wa-
tar is much less.

Re the snsuite ... before you
Tun away with visions of ADF
officers lving In Luxury, D will
point out that the cabing we
oweupy are all designed and
made in Japan, Ergo, designed
for the Japanese physique: ie,
bloody small. To conceptual-
Ise [t best, think of the abiy-
lions accommodation on the
Indian Pacific, then halve i1
Tng,rnhmuﬁh!hrdunr. { have
o lurn sidewise if | am wear-
ing my pisic] belt, When { use
the toiles, my aptions are o

. ‘ r

PSW in fromt of HO PKT compond, bwrnt out building to rear
Commpadrr W | Rt

=) Wood Enrirawesental Health Offerr

local water quality [which
sutlers from heavy mets)
contamination i additinng
t0 an unaccep

tial count), we drink only
bottled water. which is alsn
ased for teedly, and

tﬁhmﬁd}:m ableast 4 -

51 per

—
Our food is good wnd alse
pJend:‘u]:ﬂwmn::unplruhdn
aned frudt as well a5 meat dishes
ete. Brekky feanures l.mi.'l.l'b.lliq.-
nFGr-rﬂunr-n-.mdmmjuice.
which contains additives
D8%demon julce and sea syl
Dﬂurmxdlmtmnmmhnm'y

Becavse of concernaover |

oer
The nssessed leve] of threat
o Ausirallians In Dili is yuch
that we go armed at all times
The ADF wakes this seriouady
and we have regular WEADONS
handling drills and live firing
practiees, Ih.nuinl,-.nuldr.-plw
the grenading in Western Sec-
tor Lest week (3 peogle kitled,
more than 20 Enjured) which
arose from & dispute betwesn I
ol local bad guys, things in D4l
are militarily quiet af present
Jam borkeing bor an o -
Rty 1o el out on visis o de-
ployed units in rest few days.
More UN military people have
e lowt here as s resultof motor
vehicle collisiors, ilinesses, aly-
craft accidents and other mis-
haps than asa result of sctions by
the militias. However, S o
e b be a good idea tostay alert
ut all times as there are some
particubarlyrasty linessen shaut,
witheut worrying over hostile
elements’ activity
Az many have remarked be-
fare, the East Timorese people
are maat appealing. Thev aneetu-
ragesius, triendly and induser
o, The chair for Sunday’s Mass
at 5aa JoseinComorn woukd give
the brtter-known Pactfic lalund
@5 @ run, while the bongo ac-
campaniment (e fust that ke
anr of difference, reinforcing the
knowledge that ane ts NOT at
bcaee, Cinee hopes thedr fortheom.-
g natsonad elections in Muiguist
resall in same political stabilivy
for the people of this severely
braumatited land. At leasy, with
e UN PEF here to ensure 5
smooth transition, they seem o
have a chance at Lust
Peter 5 Willdns

N oa ]
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Medical Indemnity

i
tiomal imerirred but mot seported that thew are

—The Local Issues!

« The Territory will manage thi

imdemnify VMO because they are claims for the pubilic porisn

sombpdcfors, not coniracters then consideration

=

ditions in 2002 also yan the following storie
- and much more besides. Honouys for two -
local doctors in Australia Day Awards; GP
bulk billing rates in free fall - patients paying
more for health; www - not easy to ook on
the bright side with Australian internet sites;
- Canberra GP Dy Gly

nn Kelly nominates for
Presidentof the RACGP; and “private” nurse
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Lqm;mhf:h.rnmnm'd O factors by manbaining | fhis s ot wha yeu for collective bargaining an
oSt dgy- Benefil by doct :
individual obstelricians an
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Given our understanding
the ACT AMA being empow-  gotiste for fes VMOs, It that VMOs Eemerally wanl to
ulcomes sre the Mick il!lirl. consultany to the {AD C) as has occurred in emed o act on behalf of the would appesr that the remain independent contrac
inkstes, Michael Moore hen President. Dv Bob NHHK';:; L e rhole com- Chiel Mindster. Western Ausiralia. VMOs in & process similar g VMOA thought that it could  tory, for them to be encom-
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e 5 g coroeial watkers, &8 B find nd a frtr risis wbtnched, 1 pirue f s VMOs prefer 1o be independ- That Branch has been fined  actian, Awstralian Industrial Kelations  the auspices of the ACT AMA,
1 cover mifvice and legul costd T‘K’;uhnmvﬂ the barrage of tmm"?“ ent contracton. lor breachws in relation to Some VMOw in their desire Io. - Commission, The matter is  then VIMOs will gain a satisfac.
n::" the dector barowses sieare of  wil ‘"“J 5 thhad Jurm bt ruised, bl \abe g —_— This unequivocal response price-flxing and rimary boy-  gain induserial represintation  relisted far hearing in October tory outtome. It will be g huge
| :i."_ matter afier the feiming date, mﬁr.f:p;arﬂﬂ‘ Finally, your offer alludes prevides impetus to find 8 eon conduct. The penalties Pave proposed the creatlon of ]
| - .\-Mcaxmmnlmrf]fn‘; mu.ur fniitial request ws fr the moving fomards oo ractwal model for collective bargain-  and costs were S265004
pritae seciur insurance o | bic to carry the burden of

hae traditiorially providel o doc
claimes wuadle bagis, et it addt

coper, sk I also fnclude the  public o i o
ﬂirﬂl:m’q-hsrﬁ MDD imdermmifiing e olsshetr D

ters. This cover will be wois F'JW"_ Yeur argument ogaingt this &

premiums at the same lewels a5 o
NV

sevele conglraints of the pres-

YMOA has grown out of the ent legislation

the Australisan Consumer and  con inability of the Branch 1o ne-

behall of VMOs with Mr Competition Commission

The cowrts, fhe low, and the

i I pitals.
. hrirwerk inpublic hosp
i wherr o crisis has emejed.

ing under the AMA umbrella,

It in mot mews that o majar
usue for VMOs over recent
years hay been the inability 1o
negotiate as a proup on the

lying m N§
;;%hm“iwﬁufﬁn it ¥l
plsleirivians for Hacir y-uht:::

I you feel you are R

win for the VMOs in that they
will geb their industrial repues
sentation, mﬂwuiﬂu‘n:ﬂumr
of furdding another arganisation
todo this, and the AMA with (15

o REW trpanisations - one. the The Federal AMA, along
._‘."m'rjr of Australian Surgeons  with other organisations, has

serks nutional cover ancd todged an oljection to the reg-
the second, the ACT Visiting  istration

Medical Officers” Association H ¥MOs are employees

The Executive Diroctor
and a former Pregident have
been likewise fined urvidey

the Act an amouat of 510000
each.

berms and conditions of their

infrastructure, resources i
seeks fo represent local YAOs {&nd there fs no clear evidence
VMDD contracts

expertise will be well placed o
The Chicd Minister has en- only. that all VMOs are], then AS- act

ot their belsalf,
gaged former NSW Dimector The yroftumn does not  MOF exists to act on their be- Let's hope a commonsense
The spectee of breaching General of Henlth, Mr Mick  need o urthes fragment. Sojr  half, IF they are not employ-
the Trade Practices Act has Reid, to review the adminis.

beent & very real deterrent to
i

is hard to argue o case for set-
engaging in such sction, which

ting wp these new offanisa-
tiens. Unity is what is needed!

approach prevails and VMOs
are granted the abllity to have
indusizial representation un-
der the ausplces of the AMA

Irative arrangements within

24, then the YMOA will not
the healih poetiolis,

be able o schigve any maore

than the Branch can under the

QLN
i \]S\fl]\\

Assisting Canberra Doctors
and their families too!

The Medical Benevolent
Association is an aid organisation
which assists medical practitioners,
their spouses and children during
times of need.

The Association relies on
donations to assist in caring for
the loved ones of your colleagues.

The Association provides a
counselling service and financial
assistance and is available to every
registered medical practitioner in
NSW and the ACT.

For further information please phone Meredith McVey on 02 9987 0504

October 201
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The Gevernmcnt and the
AMA  have -gudd o wiork
sogether and a commibtier s
heen esanblished snd the verms al
reference sgreed.  Dr Glasson
saiil, “ils very wuporiant hal we
novw mawve forwand o an mlumm.r
] by fosigs on the oeal i,
Ln::l:a: s preserving the mmedscal
worhdoece in ithls oouniry. And
P wery hapefial, as 1 sy, with 1he
tam we have, with the expertise

we have both within  ihat
comemistes and alsa (e group that
surrownds (hat committer, that
we can aotastly deliver for the

5 an public.

l‘Lm":.‘-;-- Hp-:::h al esrablishing tvis
poeoperative  comuminice,  the
prolession has signalling they s
nolitg s hold off Lﬂhlum?l' thuse

gnalons and wall e the

sigomne of this”

Dy Glmson said =] cam resssuse

them i he decwimns we bad

v kibiress vise rout ol (he peobizon,
And Tin sare Mr Ahbott & betier
infarmed a8 8 CONECCUIRLS ol
(hose discwssions and, 3 1 sy, Tm

oy Abe we v actuslly come
Il:-;'ﬂ'::lh .an anlcome in early Wirhug sabsre 3 the

Lol s breem might i ke
Diegembe o conemcs negodaBows with

consmscive
Mealth  Minisigr, My Tony
Atboi,  has  annousced  the

[ eelerene
for the Maodical ¥ St Toliey amend 1he VMO medtings
el Itis

view [anel,
Revicw Puoc par colleclive  discusbans,
. will

pecuemienilalions s ensum @ [l be able w0 offer
Cavernanent
“pare” contracta 30 Dockors tharwill EnEATRCS

wuking wp
reain the cunent VMG workioee  comtERC
‘*—«J‘** ph’*‘#‘\v—*ﬁp

Continued Page 7

HERTZ OFFERS GREAT
DEALS FOR AMA MEMBERS

RECEIVE A FREE UPGRADE WITH YOUR

NEXT CAR RENTAL

Rent a car from Hertz between now and 20th December
2013 and you'll receive a FREE upgrade to your vehicle.
Simply guote the promotional code (PC) 190853* at the

time of booking to redeem this great offer.

.Y

lusive to AMA members

diwaliafibe i If
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wiil e HET S
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N A VMO Bunt{act Hegntlat
Down to Tin Tacks

addizion be atractive on U
T s medical  marker

enca cuality
the ACT \aTeEr h
acareer destination. Bud, we & 0
uhstre

of VD

Med 5 Diepurtmen of Healih snd 1o dae
Indemnity Policy Review S FE000 s fom bt vesy

W buve been Liserung (o Gur
! concerns o dizec our

i extra micney i Ube future §
hw"-'!"'l W erCULETHEE o i

fncresne will of cotese

S
dhat 2 st o the complacd Sonact SRS

gt G n b e rrasfe diva:

'na u encled and classss have er:
g u ra l Yea r CETES Imm:a&n%-Wﬂ’-

Sosannx Warrs and by
O Caithry

There baw been much inoeyes
I the wrrival of the Aussralian
Mational  Univerairy Medical
Schools® fir cohor of medical

Canbarra Goctor s Proudly

Al
i 00
SIMCE JHH

Orentation  wiesk

memnber of days on ampas pent
bnilisrislng smudenn with ,{ﬁu

e pariel. The medical scho services, sidens anganisarions,
B .;n.;udu. o all the people wha
cottributed their fime, inchading 4
: Py ime, studenis G
::{TF:L:T:.,PHHI'I w:h e stmuicgies foe |::::r-u; 'I"::dhvr:d-uﬁ
iy pane) metsbers g [ b
Of the cohor of 82, 57 e e d
tudents. While Canberra almady ™ Y™SNger atud 15 sre over 15 anad b
has a stbrania) hl\ll:..—_u' in lh:' .wr.M"n“:I'u 0% wi .

with Medical School stall and the
Layeut of the camprus Prurieg tis

lesrning approach they will be
wat b ANL mvecical
Program. Soudents wnd !.ptul::.-

teaching of medical wudents, 1O¢ h8  geographically diverse  Enjoyed an overmight retreat by

rEpretentt 8 major new SO0 inchodes 2

n studenss,  Jindabeme, whizh BAVE cvEryone &

devrlopment: the establishment of  ITfErstingly 1T students are Iocals  Chance o get to know each oier

owr Own new medical schopl MM the  AomrBen  Capil

berter. Snadeny andersondably are

Sndents who mer the Graduaie Terrkocy [t s mot s canctmod "
; ' met che Gr " oty vising that . sbout with
Medical School Admissioes Tese T 0% of studengs how s orkload and I'uEru:Ing m‘.ﬂ:

.--'_'._J'.i.\ﬁ..l.T' Tequirements and Bleoodical Science
Jowlembc periormance slandepds  Bub this femr yesry

bachgroand
:ohc::hgll::: against study, but the Jprogram

Bamily anad lI._.fz- commitEnene

wore selected for engy in Dum s mubiude of bechgrounds o designed o offer frequeny

‘.‘lr!::’\fr 3 _ The admissios  and experience maging fom the
Fﬁ“u.e nvlved 8 lepam  Ans, Commerce, Eronamiss s
o U groap soivity, which  Engineering,  Matsemnazics {
::lfgrd sudents it teamwork and Peychalogy  Scame ll"-.rldi'l:’\l :;:

very pogpule, [ollowed by an  come (rom careers in Health fleddy

opportuniies for leedback and
Support. AR snormous (hanks
geos 1o all e ie that }

cantributed 3o h?”rcm*;um
and weaching development, We kook
Forwand ) reponting lumher on the

individual Inperview Wit % ® M 2 [ et his i 1
h a uch ay ursng snd § luh.ﬂu.:p-' 1 I Hlgs i
al ¢

&Py
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Educating
medical

brooght to yeu by the ACT AMA

Medical School

uie peoblons based learming
a8 the  principal merhe
iestronion during e iy
Fears, supporied by an en
clinfcad E each 'Lﬂ-k tl,ﬁ.lﬁ:
mlens conue), five of Hig
tured and two theus sessions
Fow themes, Medical Seience
Clinieal Skalls, Populition Heslth
and Personal snd Professions]
Lm.'hupll:::u: WESVE |r_'r§-qgr: the
emlite progrum. Every simdens wil
harve ax feast A weeles experience in
& rumal seiging and 14 will sperd W
emiire thind year in o rurm| kacagbon
By ibe completion of thied vEar
rural stemie sudenis will fave
covered the same sophes of bugde
mdizing, wirgery, puedistrics and
tommunicy  medicine/genera)
pracicn, All students, nural amd
arkan will complete ihe wame
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The fourth year will be
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' Bl e
~

practice staff
— a priceless
gift

The National Health Training Package Diploma of Practice Management (HLT52007)
Setting a new government endorsed standard for the qualification and skill level of

Practice Managers.

Course topics include:
Legal and Ethical Requirements
Staff Management
Managing Risk
Leadership
Time Management
Budgets and Finances
Practice/Service Management
Policy Writing
Recruitment and Selection of Staff
OH&S Management

Benefits:

Flexible training options —
at the Practice on or off site

The latest contemporary Health Industry course
materials, developed with peak associations

On the job skills development with
options for workshop series

Recognition of Prior Learning options

The Diploma is now available as an Australian Apprenticeships pathway for eligible employees,
providing Australian Government incentives to employers for employees to undertake the
course. Final employee eligibility is determined by an Australian Apprenticeships Centre.

EXpIeSS your interest in enrolli g Nnow...
o ES&
“wy I

1300 558 936
info@esset.com.au
www.esset.com.au

AMA AlleETERAL LA
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Need a JP?

Certification of documents, witnessing
of statutory declarations and affadauvits,
witnessing of signatures.

Call Christine Brill
6270 5419 or 0407 123 670




® Furbier (o our carkies
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chait, and choose Medicare
Casvelaten [or other 1ypes It
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CANBERRA GPs
A complimentary copy of the 2013 Specialist Directory
has been distributed to all Canberra GPs. If you have
not received your copy, please contact Sue Massey on
6270 5410 and one will be mailed to you.

HOSPITAL BASED
DOCTORS-IN-TRAINING

A complimentary pocket-sized edition of the specialist
directory is available for AMA members. If you have
not received your copy, please contact Sue Massey on
6270 5410 and one will be mailed to you.

ANY Secrerer Jeny AMuttgrn
Archbishop of " Canberes prie!
Condluen the S Roreremd Aak

Codendie and the Pallwine lan Clhorges el i = uerber

will be mailed to

GP REGISTRARS
To receive your complimentary copy of the 2013 Specialist
Directory, please call Sue Massey on 6270 5410 and one
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GPs in SURROUNDING
AREAS OF CANBERRA

Please call Sue Massey on 02 6270 5410 with mailing
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details and the number of copies required.

NOT INCLUDED ABOVE, BUT WOULD LIKE A COPY OF THE DIRECTORY?
A PDF of the 2013 Specialist Directory is available for downloading from the AMA ACT website:

www.ama-act.com.au/directory

October 2013
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AMA Staff Assist

— helping you get the right staff for your practic

)

This new fee-for-service initiative has been
designed to assist AMA members recruit
nhursing, admin and book keeping staff.

AMA STAFF ASSIST will advertise the vacancy, assess the
competencies required for the position, recommend a
minimum salary rate, assess candidates and recommend a
short-list of candidates for interview. Following the successful
selection of a new staff member, AMA STAFF ASSIST will
provide the employing member with a template workplace

agreement if desired. £n
For further details on this new service, please ‘iv
contact Christine Brill on 6270 5419 or

by email: execofficer@ama-act.com.au
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...download the entry form from
www.ama-act.com.au

Submit to Helen Longdon
Fax: 6273 0455

email: reception@ama-act.com.au
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AMA MEMBERSHIP

HOW ABOUT TREATING
YOURSELF TO
MEMBERSHIP OF THE AMA
THIS SPRING?

AMA membership is a bargain at this time
of the year, but great value anytime,
so why not join now?

Contact Sue Massey on 6270 5410
for the cost vs benefits of membership and
avail yourself of membership of the only
independent association for
the whole of the medical :3:
profession. ANMNA
[ACT) LIMITEL

October 2

Act 2011 - what you need
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OFFICE SPACE

_TOLET

37 Geils Court, Deakin West

222 metres,
first floor office suite.

Fitted out as one or two units.
$330/metre ex GST
Phone Maria: 6282 1783

full time/part time needed
for very busy computerised
modern practice. Flexible
hours and full time nurse
on site. No A/Hrs and good

conditions to right
> candidate.
Phone Jamison Medical & Skin

Cancer Clinic — 6251 2300
www.jamisonmedicalclinic.com.au

Dr Sue Richardson
Consultant Physician in
Geriatric Medicine

Emphasis on Healthy Ageing
Other areas of interest:
e Cognitive Impairment/Dementia
* Medication Management
e Falls
Geriatric Medicine Comprehensive
Assessment & Management Reports
as well as Consultant Physician
Patient Treatment & Management
Plans provided which can be incor-
porated into GP & Team Care
Management Plans
Residential Aged Care Facility & Private
Hospital Consultations provided.
Veterans Welcome

Unit 10,
Brindabella Specialist Centre

Dann Close, Garran ACT
Dr Colin Andrews,
Neurologist
is pleased to offer
same week assessment
for first seizure.
This will involve an EEG followed
by a consultation.
The advantages of this service are
as follows:
1. Higher yield of abnormality on

the EEG soon after a seizure.

2. Reduction of risk of subsequent
seizure.

3. Reduced anxiety and
better compliance with the
management plan.

Suite A8

Canberra Specialist Centre
161 Strickland Crescent
DEAKIN ACT 2600

Telephone: (02) 6282 4807
Facsimile: (02) 6285 3609

LA R R :
Ly i N L RN R

DI PoMEVE Mution

6273 3102

To Advertise
in Canberra

Doctor
email
execofficer@
ama-act.com.au

-
Dr Julie Kidd
GP Hypnotherapist

Smoking, alcohol, binge-eating, stress, anxiety etc.

Canberra Complementary Health Practice
Suite 4, Playoust Bldg, Hawker Pl, Hawker
0425 300 233 | www.canberrahypnosis.com.au )

Capital Respiratory
& Sleep Service
Dr Peter Jones
M.B.B.S.(Hons), F.R.A.C.P.
Respiratory & Sleep
Physician
Specialist consultation service
Home based sleep studies
(bulk billed)

In-lab sleep studies
(bulk billed)
Complex lung function testing
Bronchial provocation testing
Bronchoscopy

3/18 Bentham Street,
Yarralumla ACT 2600
P: 6260 3663 F: 6260 3662
www.canberrasleep.com

COMPLETE
WOMEN’S
HEeArLTH

Dr Omar Adham

~ Obstetrician ~ Gynaecologist
~ Gynaecology Endoscopic Surgeon

Complete women’s health is
guided at all times by the values
of compassion and respect for the
dignity of every patient. Our
mission is to care for the mind, the
body and spirit of each client.

~ Obstetric Care
~ Pelvic Pain & Endometriosis
~ Prolapse & Incontinence
Correspondence:

Suite 3-7, John James Medical Centre
175 Strickland Crescent
Deakin ACT 2600
T: 02 6282 2033
F: 02 6282 2306
www.completewomenshealth.com.au

WOMEN'’S
HEALTH
on STRICKLAND

GYNAECOLOGY Jf CENTRES AUSTRALIA

dradham@completewomenshealth.com.au

Conbera  Goford  Wolongong  Newooste  Sydney

Dr Elizabeth Gallagher
and
Dr Omar Adham

offer a comprehensive obstetric and
gynaecology practice, including high risk
obstetrics, advanced laparoscopy, endometriosis,

Pregnancy Termination pelvic floor reconstruction, incontinence,
Medical & SIJI'gi cal urodynamics and colposcopy
- Priecilis & iBiridool ractrrenl from Suites 3-7 John James Medical Centre
. '._'.nn:,,;!ulm;' ..|I:'.-|1|:||.::.-:: & ;:-:x:nu*—.lng 175 Strickland Crescent, DEAKIN ACT 2600

Phone 02 6282 2033 Fax 02 282 2306

Additional services include: physiotherapy
(Marita O’Shea) who specialises in pelvic floor and
incontinence treatment, antenatal and post natal
musculoskeletal problems, post natal pelvic floor
assessments and nutrition (Dietitian (Lyndall Hayes)
who has special interests in pre-pregnancy and
pregnancy focused nutrition, healthy eating for
weight loss or to improve general health, PCOs and
management of gestational diabetes
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All Hours: 6299 5559
WWW.gCOUs.com.au
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Eyelid Surgery « Thyroid Eye Disease
Periocular and Orbital Tumours
Endonasal Lacrimal Surgery

Committed to timely and effective
care for your patients

aNDErro

LCULOPLA

- oL e 8

affordable urodynamic study.

Consulting and operating weekly

Over 30 years of
combined
Specialist
experience

Dr Tween Low
CA P I TA L Gynaecologist Infertility Specialist
[]
WOM EN S @ Dr Omar Gailani

i “"._ Canberra Fetal Assessment Centre

Capital Women'’s Health in Deakin provides a complete and unique specialist
service to women in Canberra and the surrounding region. Dr Tween Low
provides expert gynaecology and infertility treatment; Canberra Fetal
Assessment Centre provides complex obstetrics and gynaecology ultrasound
with Dr Ken Tan specialising in high risk obstetrics; and Dr Omar Gailani
provides specialist private obstetrics care, urogynaecology service and

21 Napier Close DEAKIN ACT 2600
P: 02 6162 1649 F: 02 6162 1659
hello@cwhealth.com.au

Dr Benjamin Burt

Capital Specialist Centre
Suite 9, 3 Sydney Ave
Barton ACT 2600

Phone: 1300 37 87 47
Fax: 02 8362 9441

Obstetrician and Gynaecologist
Urodynamics and pelvic surgery

. Gynaecological Imaging

Dr. A-J Collins mess rracs
Breast and Thyroid Surgeon

Oncoplastic Breast Surgery — including:

Immediate breast reconstruction and
breast reduction techniques

Breast Cancer surgery
Sentinel node biopsy

Thyroid and Parathyroid surgery

Address: Suite 3,

National Capital Private Hospital
Phone: 02 6222 6607

Fax: 02 6222 6663

# CLINIC

+ Wk can provida the latest in foat and skoe analysis using F-SCAN
* Video gait analysis * Paadigine foot prodlems

= Prpgciiplion orifsdsis = Fogtwaar advice

= Foot, beg and knea pasn = [Dwrus injurias

PLEOATS

ALISTRALLE

Canberra's Family and Sports Podiatry Centre
Service provider to the ACT Academy of Sport

Suite 18, Conmng Chambers, 36-38 Coninna Street Woden ACT 2606 B 2 8 2 54 6 B

Podiatrists:  Paul Fleet | Krystle Mann | Joanna Milgate | Matthew Richardson

www.thefootclinic.com.au

A DOCTOR
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