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Dear Dr Boulton, Associate Professor Pecoraro, Dr Dale and Ms Leonard

Thank you for your letter dated 5 March 2024, in relation to data regarding private versus
public maternity costs and outcomes in Queensland, | apologise for the delay in responding.

| appreciate your concern regarding the rising costs for healthcare and particularly in relation
to birthing services, both across the private and public sector. The matters regarding costs
and outcomes for birthing provided in the private sector rest with the Commonwealth
Government, who have portfolio responsibility for funding under the Medicare Benefits
Schedule and the operation of private health insurance policies and coverage, particularly in
relation to recommendations regarding government affordability of private maternity care
and universal inclusion of maternity care in private hospital insurance policies.

In relation to the costs data and the differences between the public and private sectors, | can
advise that when assessing the costs, particularly when using more than one data set, this
can give rise to challenges in obtaining meaningful and reliable comparisons, as noted in
your letter.
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The Queensland Maternity and Perinatal Quality Council have recently undertaken a review
of Queensland cases to provide insight to the increase in perinatal deaths. Preliminary
findings of this review has found no evidence to suggest that maternity care has contributed
to this increase and the contributing factors identified were consistent with known stillbirth
risk factors and current risk screening. The publication of the final report is imminent.

The Department remains committed to improving birth outcomes and undertakes additional
activities to improve birthing outcomes, including:

¢ the Safer Baby Bundle implementation across all Hospital and Health Services which
incorporates the Stillbirth Centre of Research Excellence evidence-based bundle of
care;
expanding maternity care modules including the Growing Deadly Families program;
Queensland Health partnership with the Australian Preterm Birth Prevention Alliance;
and

o Women's Healthcare Australasia and the Institute of Healthcare Improvement to
implement evidence-based strategies proven to safely reduce preterm birth in
Hospital and Health Services across the state between 2022-24.

In relation to homebirth, homebirth is a suitable option for women who have been assessed
as having a low-risk pregnancy which is defined as having a full-term pregnancy with no pre-
existing or occurring medical conditions that may impact on the pregnancy, birth, or
postpartum period (for both the mother and the baby). Queensland Health will assess the
outcomes of the service by evaluating various factors, including safety, quality, benefits to
women, consumer interest, consumer feedback and sustainability. This evaluation will guide
future planning, including the effectiveness and feasibility of expanding homebirth across
Queensland.

| appreciate you bringing this work and the detailed analysis to my attention. Queensland
Health continues to be committed to providing safe, accessible and free birthing services to
the women of Queensland, regardless of where they live. The Queensland Government is
committed to ensuring women are able to choose how and under what circumstances they
give birth and is supportive of any initiatives that the Commonwealth Government may be
undertaking to make birthing services under private health insurance more attractive and
inclusive and to reduce the out-of-pocket costs for women who choose to give birth in the
private sector.

Thank you again for writing to me. Should you require any further information in relation to
this matter, | have arranged for Dr Helen Brown, Deputy Director-General, Clinical
Excellence Queensland, on telephone ||l to be available to assist you.

Yours sincerely

Michael Walsh
Director-General
29/07/2024





