Dear [insert patient’s name]
In the 2009-10 Federal Budget the Government reduced the Medicare rebate for coronary angiography by [insert dollar amount – select from items 38215 – 38246 from the AMA table].  

Despite repeated lobbying by the Australian Medical Association, on behalf of all patients, the Government has implemented this change.  It will take effect from 1 November 2009.

The fee of [insert your charge] that this practice charges for coronary angiography reflects the cost of providing you with a safe and high quality service.  Therefore we cannot lower our fees.

As the Government has reduced the amount of the Medicare rebate you will receive for coronary angiography, your out-of-pocket costs will now be [insert difference between doctor’s charge and 1 Nov 09 rebate].

If you wish to let the Government know that you are unhappy with its decision please contact the Minister for Health and Ageing:

The Hon Nicola Roxon MP

Minister for Health and Ageing

MG 50

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Tel: (02) 6277 7220

Fax: (02) 6273 4146

Email: nicola.roxon.mp@aph.gov.au
You must also contact your private health insurer about the benefit they will pay for this service.

Yours sincerely
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