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Notification of a mew Medicare obstetrics Item 15999 — Planning and
Management of a pregnancy.

Schedule Specified health services
(subsection 3 (1))

Item Health Service Fee
$110.00

15999 Planning and management of a pregnancy that has progressed
beyond 20 weeks provided the fee does not include any amount
for the management of the labour and/or delivery - payable
once only for any pregnancy that has progressed beyond 20
weels.

Item number (15999) has been approved to cover the planning and managerment of a
pregnancy as well as the provision of cover for 24 hours a day., 7 days a week, for the time
that the patient is managed by the Obstetrician. The item itsclf is a good opportunity for the
Obstetrician to discuss the planning and management of the pregnancy in a more considered
way and to explain the nature of the medical coverage thronghout the pregnancy and

delivery.
The item number is a designated outpatient number. It is to be charged once by an
Obstetrician after 20 weeks of pregnancy. The item carries an MBS fee of $110. This new
item will be charged instead of one routine antenatal visit (Item 16500).

It is not possible to charge any inpatient aspect of planning and management of the pregnancy
against this now item.

The item description is as follovws:

Item 15999 — Planning and management of a pregnancy that has progressed beyond 20 weeks
provided the fee does not include any amount for the management of the labour and/or

delivery — payable once only for any pregnancy that has progressed beyond 20 weeks. The
item has a schedule fee of $110.00.

Who can claim the item?

The item is available to all doctors who engage in the long term planning and management of
a pregnancy through to delivery.

The item can only be claimed by the doctor responsible for the delivery of the patient
Wse of the item:
The item can only be claimed once per pregnancy per patient.

The item is claimable at or after 20 weeks of pregnancy.




