New Medicare Obstetrics Item 15999

Planning and Management of Pregnancy 

Effective from 6 September 2004

Questions and Answers

Q. From what date can the item be claimed?

A. It can be claimed as service on a date on or after September 6 2004, subject to the conditions of the item being met.

Q. Why isn’t the item listed under Group T4?

A. This is a technical issue around construction of the schedule and the rules applying to services.  The issue of the placement of the item will be clarified when the item is included within the General Medical Services Table.

Q. Can the charge for this item include any part of a service related to the in-hospital management of the patient?

A. No part of an in-hospital charge can be included in the fee for an out of hospital service.  To include such a charge would constitute a false or misleading statement under the Health Insurance Act and under the circumstances no rebate is payable for the service and any rebate paid is recoverable from the doctor.

Q. Can I use the new number if the patient had already reached 20 weeks before September 6?

A. Yes

Q. If all out of pocket expenses are for out of hospital services can we apply the whole amount to Item 15999?

A. Yes

Q. If you are a no-gap doctor (for delivery) can you still charge an administration fee?

A. No, however you may still charge any out of hospital gaps to the 15999 Item.

Q. If currently charging an antenatal visit with a gap is it legal for the doctor to continue to charge this way (and not charge a 15999)?

A. In the interim the answer is YES, providing that no component is included for in-hospital labour and delivery.  Where there is a component for in-hospital services included it may be appropriate to discount the fee accordingly.  However this would only apply to patients who had already entered into such a payment plan before the announcement of the 15999 Item.  
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